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As one that comforteth the Mourners, Jon 
To him that ĩs· afflicted pity ſhould be ſhown, Jon vi. 14. 
_ Cur doleas, ſi fle non credis? TER TUI. 
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1 THE ; CHARACTER or 


De. GROSVENOR's MOURNER. i 


1 


Tar late 8 cl Huirkr, M. A. 
in a letter to a friend, on occafion of the 
death of a near relation, expreſſes himſelf 
thus, Give me legye to preſent you with, 

and recommend to y ygu on this medan- 

„ choly gccafion, à repeated peruſal of 

Dr. Grosvenor's Mournery or, The 
« Afflicted Relieved; which is a moſt va- 
ce Juable gem; and, as it is written in 
* numbers, like the Spectator, it will not 
< weary your attention; I am ſure you 
« ſtand in need of the. conſolations and 

helps therein adminiftered, I am never 
« without ſome of theſe little books, to 
© give away to my acquaintance under af- 
« flictions, eſpecially on their loſs of dear 

relations, and valuable friends; for which 2 
„ purpoſes I think it one of the moſt j ju= 
„ dicious and univerſally uſeful books ex- 
1 tant, and well deſerves to be tranſlated 
into the language of every nation where | 
.- * CRrullanity 3 is profeſſed. 1 


Ses Mr. Hervey 5 Letters, Val II. Let- | 
ter Cl. 


Wore. 


dent by the printed accounts, that the | 
numbers which die annually i in our Infir- 
maries are very few, This valuable little 


manner of the SpeQator : I have for many 
Fears Kept a number of them. by me to 
_ \ diſtribute, as opportunzties offered, imme- 
diately after the death of ſome of my pa- 


need of the conſolations therein given; 
and who had ſhown, during my attendance, 
a proper temper, and ee wg to receive 
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1 
Dr. Seren in his F Friendly Advice 


to a Patient (Irth Edition) has UT Tes! - 
commended this Als: t 


N. B. As I have 5 been an eye 


„ of the great diſtreſs of the poor 


relations of ſuch as have died in the Infir- 


mary; and as nothing can be better cal- 7 
ceulated to relieve the affliction of the ſur- | 
vivors on ſo diſtreſſing an occaſion, I could 

wiſh that the governors of every Infirmary 


would beftow on them a little treatiſe of 


| Dr. Grof 7enor's, entitled,” The Mourner ; 
or, The Afflicted Relieved (price bound 
18. 6d.) The expence of ſuch a donation 


would be very inconſiderable, as it is evi- 


book is written in ſhort eſſays, after the 


tients, whoſe families appeared to ſtand in 


ſuch a preſent with tk Flolneſs, 998 to 
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As W as you 0 you. « eyes upon TOA OY 
little piece, ſome of you will immediate-, „ 
ly think of the good huſband who is no 
more; or of the tender parent ho N 
given the laſt bleſſing. Others will re- ' 
member the dear wife, the deſire of your 
yes ; the pretty child, in whoſe life your 

pwn ſeemed to be bound up; the brother « 
vill come into mind, who was as your 
dyn ſoul ; and the excellent friend, who 
ometimes . ſticketh cloſer than a bro- 
ther.” I have had all theſe caſes in my 
Eye; and with a ſympathy that can ooly _ 
riſe from ſome experience and R 
2nce in conjunction, have endeavoured 8 
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e time. | 
It is ſomewhat neceſſary to lis few 


\ acgtainted with grief, in order to addreſs | 
_ ſuitably to the tenderneſs of its nature; 
to obviate the ſabtilty of its pleas and 

pretenſions for exceſs, and to manage its 


operations and effects. There is danger, 


otherwiſe, of increaſing the anguiſh we 
Would alleviate, and the wound is made 
do bleed afreſh :; even balm tel my be 1 


Paipfully applied. CI 


There are, indeed, ſome dd that 2 


will heal of dicufetvey:: Give them a 


little time, and the ſtock of ſorrow is not 
ſo great but it will quickly be ſpent : the 
haſty ſhowers will ſoon be over. But the 


real mourner is apt to have the reaſons of 
nis anguiſh continually before bim ; and 
to be more intent upon waſting his ſpirits 


than his ſorrows : fond of ſolitude' and | 
ſilence, that he may indulge his paſſion, 


and provoke the emotion of that grief 
which is ready to devour him; taking a 
ſort of pleaſure to lie down under its op- 
preſſion, and becoming a willing prey to 


its furious diſorders. Upon offering to 
ſpeak, they reply eagerly, It is an caly 4 


17 


tc ( Mader to REY you. Wald Enit my 
grief, and not ſuffer its vent; but if it 
4 were your own .caſe, you would reſign + 
& yourſelves up totit, or faint under the 
« preſſure of ſuch a calamity," The firſt. 
onſets of ſorrow do indeed call for com- 
paſſion more than advice: we ate to mourn 
with them that mourn. The ſilence of 
Job's friends becauſe they: ſaw his grief 
was very great, was more to the purpoſe 
than any thing they could ſay., It would 
be inhuman to deny the relief of mourn- 
ing when it is often its own relief. But 
is there any harm in preſcribing bounds 
to it? By what rule of common ſenſe 
| ſhould grief be left unlimited, more than 
any other paſſion? Why ſuch. coſtly ſa .-. 
crifices as health and life, and the com- 
forts of both, to a calamity that you think 
has carried off too much already ?, We 
may pay the tribute of a few tears to the 
memory of ſome dear objects; but then 
f Religion ſays, we ſhould weep as if wwe 
| _ wept not, becauſe there will ever be more 


a ; 
— oecaſion of joy to a good man than of ſor. 
o row: and Philoſophy ſays, it is a needleſs 3 
o WW 2ggravation- of miſery. to faint under our ( 
7 WH pins ; and not have courage to ſuffer thoſe 
; 3 which it is not in our Deer 
to avoid, Sor 


NN 


| Should the pilot abandon the nehm i in 
. * violence of a tempeſt? Should reaſon 
and grace be leaſt hearkened to, when 
their dictates ate moſt ſeaſonable, and their 
maxims moſt needful? Has iiot this weak - 
| neſs of mind betrayed abundance of peo- 
ple into thoſe extremities, that are a diſ- 
grace to human nature, and a TOE to 
the Chriſtian character?= ; 
Te children of affliction, break the tide 
of ſorrow by throwing it into different 
channels; and direct its courſe ſo as ts 
make it uſeful, by employing its influ- 
_ ence to ſpiritual purpoſes. It will be more 
_caſy, at fuch a time, to convert the for. 
row of this world, that worketh death, 


5 ine thes godly ſorrow that worketh re- 


ce unto life. So other natural paſ- 
fions may be ſanQified, by. making them 
aflift in the exerciſe of ſpiritual grace. It 


is a tender time, while the ſoul is more 


ſuſceptible of impreſſion, and turns more 


eaſily, as the ſoftened wax to the ſeal. 


As thankfulneſs is a proper graft upon 
the joys of proſperity when the. heart 1s 


enlarged, fo. will godly ſorrow be ſeaſons 


able to a mournful occaſion ; and the ra- 
ther, becaule this is one great end of — 


in all. our afflictions. 


I Know not whether it has been ob- 
+ 


Ca). 
ſerved or no; be to me it ſeems, that the 
meaſures of mourning are repreſented to 
leſſen in proportion as men are nearer to 
God. The people of God under the Old 
Teſtament, were forbid thoſe figns of ſor- 
row that were common among the Gen- 
tiles, as Cutting themſelves, —_ tearing _ 
their hair. It was their glory to have 
od ſo nigh to them. The prieſts among 
them were. not allowed thoſe expreſſions 
pf ſorrow which were indulged to the peo- 
ple. The prieſts were nearer to God, and 
niniſtering before him. The Nazarite, 
rho by a ſpecial ſeparation was moſt gear- 
y devoted to God, had the leaſt to do 
71th mourning or its forms, © becauſe the 
* conſecration of his God was upon his 
head; Numb. vi. 7. The Chriſtian 
hurch, who are brought nigh by the 
blood of Chriſt, a peculiar holy people, 
ud a royal prieſthood, are laid under this 

prohibition, that they ſorrow not as do 
Wthers, 1 Theſſ. iv. 13. Neither as other 
Jews, nor other Gentiles. Among Chri- 
1ans, the apoſtles being neareſt to God 
n holineſs and ſpirituality, were the beſt 
ble to rejotce in tribulation. As ſorrow- 
ul, yet always rejoicing. And, to mount. 
be laſt and higheſt ſtep of this gradation, 
eaven, where we are neareſt of all to 


ws 3 | : ©" X bl 
God, « Were ſhall be no more Forrdis ; 
„% Rev. xxi. 4. eveflaſting joy ſhall be 
upon their heads; thankſgiving and the 
A voice of praiſe, In thy preſence is ful. 
4 neſs of joy; at thy right hand are plea- 
4 ſures for ever more.“ 

The moſt comfortable thoughts in this 
by: and ſuch as make up the very cor. 
dial of conſolation, belong only to a truly 
good man, and can only be reliſhed by 
ſuch a one. Why do you oppoſe a man 
of this world with arguments drawn from re 
another? You talk of heaven and he minds 
only earth. You propoſe the calm heal. 
ing thaught of the divine approbation, 
vrith the pleaſure and honour, of God's 
- favour, to a man who ſays. unto God, 

_ < Depart from us; we defire not the 
28 dae of thy ways.” ' You preach 
the conſolatipns of God, which are not 
ſmall, to one who knows no conſolation 
but in corn, and wine, and oil. What 

comfort to a man from the thoughts off 
the ſhortneſs of human life, whoſe great- 
eſt trouble is that it is ſo ſhort, or elſe 
. is apprehenſive that the end of theſe trou- 
| bles will begin thoſe which ſhall never 
end? He has no more title to this true 
comfort, than he has a fitneſs for it, the 
5 man only being qualified for, and 


* * 


T Xl Y e 
pete of this: Chriſtian conſolations 

delong only to Chriſtians : they are of no 
ſe to others, who have neither part, nor 
lot in this matter, no more than in that 
heaven from whence they are derived. 
hey ſuppoſe a diſpoſition capable of them, 
ps the rudiments of any ſcience are pre- 
tous to the operations of that ſcience ; 
but the promiſcuous application of theſe 
praforts to pe ſorts of characters, is mere 


of the Lord 3 is with them that fear him; 
e becauſe he hath ſhown unto them his 
© covenant.” Others muſt Ok to Cicero, 


fy what their flouriſhes and general rea- 
will do. The aids of ancient phi- 
olophy, how dry, how inſufficient they 
Fre, will appear from a few paſlages, 
hich I take leave to borrow from Arch- 


hat piſhop Tillotſon, one of the beſt of writers 
olg pon the beſt of ſubjects, The Excallency 

at- the Chriſtian Religion. 

lic © Some pretend to doubt whather there 


was any ſuch thing as ſenſe or pain ; 
ver and yet when any great evil was uf 
8 them, they would certainly ſigh and 
* groan as pitifully, and cry out as loud 
as other men, _ 


Seneca, or Plutarch de Conſolatione ; and 


- © are very troubleſome ; and yet thus 


to acknowledge it to be an evil. Buff 


. 


> . 4% 


* 


k * 
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2 Others have ſought to eaſe themſelves, 
© by maintaining that afflictions were no 
1 ” real evils, and therefore wiſe men oughtf 
«+ not to be troubled at them : but he muſt 
te be a very wiſe man indeed, that can 
« forbear being troubled at things which 


„ Poſfidonius diſtinguiſhed, as Cicero tells 
% us. He could not deny pain to be ver) 
% troubleſome, but he was reſolved never 


e ſure it is a very ſlender comfort that 
ce relies on this nice diſtinction, betweeaſ 
« things being troubleſome, and being e. 
« vils; when all the evil of affliction lies 
in the trouble it creates to us. Ant 
© when the beſt that can be is made 0 
© this argument, it '13 good for nothing 
but to be thrown away as a ſtupid pa 
* radox, and againſt the common ſenſe o 
ee mankind. _ 
© Others have Ae to elul 
their trouble by a graver way of res 
„ ſoning : that theſe thin gs are fatal an 
© neceflary ; and that we ought not to be 
„% troubled at what we cannot help. Buy 
this only proves the trouble to be ali 
4e fatal as he calamity that occaſions l' Mt 
And, perhaps, that a thing cannot b 
9 helped, is one of the juſteſt cauſes 0 


2 
* 


NR „ = a 
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Nog 3 to- a, wiſe / man; as V Adgufius | 
« ſmartly replied, to one who adminiſter= 
ed this comfort to him on the fatality | 
« of things: this was ſo far from giving 
4 any eaſe to his mind, that, ſays he, "This 
« 3s the very thing that troubles me . 
Others have tried to divert and en- 
ic tertain the troubles of other men, by 
4 pretty and plauſible ſayings, ſuch as 
& this, that, if evils are long, they are 
but light; if ſharp, but ſhort: and a 
I. hundred ſuch like. Now I am apt to 
© imagine, that it is but a very ſmall 
« comfort that a plain ordinary man, ly- 
ing under a ſharp fit of the ſtone for a 
* week together, receives from this fitte 
* ſentence: for what pleaſure ſoever, 
men, who are at eaſe and leiſure, may 
take in being the authors of witty ſay- 
* ings, I doubt it is but poor conſolation, 
* that a man under great and ſtinging ar- 
* flictions can find from them. 
« The beſt moral argument to patience, 
in my opinion, is the advantage of pa- 
Wy tience itſelf. To bear evils as quietly 
as we can, is the way to make them 
lighter and eaſier: but to toſs, and fling, 
and be reſtleſs, 1s good for OR but 


+ Hoc Ipſum eſt \ me male habet. 
b. 


4 ſores, and make the burden upon us fit 


J 
e to fret and enrage our pain, to gall our 


more uneaſy. And this is properly no 
« conſideration of comfort, . but an art'of 
+ managing ourſelves under our afftic- 

cc tions, ſo as not to make them more 
* grievous than indeed they are. 
But now the arguments that Chri- 
«> ſtianity propounds to us, are ſuch as 
prove a juſt and reaſonable encourage. 
« ment for men to bear affliction patient- 
„ly.“ And then the author mentions. 
« the example of Chriſt and the firſt Chri- 
4 ſtians; the glory that ſhall follow the 
«© light afflictions of this preſent time:“ 
and cloſes this part of his ſubject with a 
paſſage in the. © Life of Lipſius, who was 
* à great ſtudier and admirer of the Stoic 
6 philofophy. When he lay on his death- 
bed, and one of his friends who came to 
T6. viſit him ſaid, That he need not uſe ar- 
guments to perſuade him to patienceſÞp 
under his pains, the philoſophy which 
„he had ſtudied ſg much, would furniſh 
e him with motives enough to that pur-N 
60 poſe; he anſwers him with this ejacu - 
lation; Domine Feſu, da mibi patientiam 
Chr tftianam ; that is, Lord Jeſus, give 
ne Chriſtian ene. No patience 


# 


cc 


(=) 


40 le that which, the keratin of | 
on Chriſtianity are apt to work in us.“ 


the Chriſtian religion, its furniſhing u 
with the beſt . motives and eee 
to patience, under the evils and alighons 
of this life. 

All the other een e, 
o far as they are of any uſe, the Chri- 
. ſtian can take and make his beſt of; and 
when they fail, he knows where to go. 
He can turn to God and ſay, Pſalm cxix. 
82. When wilt thou comfort me?“ If 
thou doſt not, all the world cannot. With- 
out thee, ** miſerable comforters are they 
« all.” If thou doſt not ſpeak Peace, 


a there will be ho end of my: trouble. This 
die balm is only to be found in Gilead. “ Say 


„ unto my ſoul, I am thy ſalvation; ſay, 
* be of good cheer; thy fins be forgiven 


- thee.” And then will I fay, © In the 
18 < multitude of my thoughts within me, 
ich! thy comforts delight my ſoul :” thy 


jg comforts! Comforts that come from God, 


45 bich lead to him, and are fully to be en- 
Joye ed in him. The light of thy counte- 


nance, the ſenſe of the pardon of my ſins, 
an intereſt in the promiſes of the covenant 
of grace, A conqueſt of ſfelf-will, and con- 
P of every other enemy : peace Pe 
v3 ; 


This is one inſtance of the excellence * $7 


* xvi. 5 


conſcience, and joy in tlie Holy Ghott; 3 
the hope and profped of eternal life near, 
and not the leſs pleaſant on that aecount*: 
_ theſe are conſolations indeed that are not 
ſmall- There are two things alſo ſaid of 
_ thoſe divine comforts, that give them in- 
finite advantage above all other ; they are 
ſtrong, and they are full. They are ſtrong 
conſolations; Heb., vi. 18. Others are 
too weak to bear much weight. A ſoul in 
all its heavineſs finds they are not afflio- 
tion- proof: they cannot ſtand under the 
troubles of life, much leſs will they do 
againſt the terrors of death and judgment. 
But the comforts that are truly Chriſtian 
will bear a man up when every thing elſe 
fails about him, the world ſinking under 
him and all is a going. The other thing 
ſaid of thefe divine conſolations, is, that 
they are full: as Chriſt ſaid to his dif. 
| ciples, © Let not your hearts be trou- 
© bled; ye believe in God, believe ; alſo 
in me. Theſe things have I ſpoken un 

_ © to you that your joy might be full.“ 
. To have a God to apply to who is the | 
« F ather of ne and the God of all * 


1 
. 


+ O vitam a word cial ait Ennius 5 ee bank a 

et gaudiis circumfluentem! Sed beatam etiam mor- Ji 

tem, quæ ad beatiſſimam vitam ndienpa aperiat. . Cre: a 
34 | | 
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XS XVI1 IP: 
6 a: the God 8 comfort- 
eth them that are caſt down: to have an 
intereſt in Chriſt, by whom we have ac- 
ceſs unto the aber whoſe grace is 1 85 
ficient for us in every time of need : 
have the ſpirit, the comforter by office, 5 
do his office to us, and diffuſe that joy 
and peace in believing, which are part of 
the kingdom of God, and the fruits of the 
ſpirit: to have the holy ſcriptures to go 
to, that were written on purpoſe that we, 
through patience and comfort of the ſcrip- 
tures, might have hope. Theſe are, in 
compariſon to all other comforts, as the 
fountain of living waters to the broken 
ciſterns' that can hold no water.. 
Prayer gives eaſe to the mind, revives 
| faith, hope, and patience ; promotes holi- 
neſs, a5 well as fetches down comfort: it 
is, in ſhort, the true way of handling our 
weapons againſt our ſpiritual adverſaries. 
Put on the whole armour of God, pray- 
ing with all prayer.” And the true 
way of applying. our ſpiritual - remedy : 
* Is any afflicted, let him pray.“ 
Beſides the mourner for departed n 
the afflicted on other accounts will here 
find ſome relief under their troubles of 
life. The nature of ſubmiſſion, and the 
arguments and motives. of acquieſcence, 
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do very much agree to both. They lie | 
ſuch an affinity, that one can hardly be 
treated of without touching upon the o- 
ther. As, in laying down the map of any 
kingdom, ſome borders of the neighbour. 
ing nations will appear. They are but 
different ingredients of the ſame bitter 
cup, put into the hands of mortal men. 
Fe uſually behaves beſt, who is beſt 
prepared, who has not his weapons to ſeek 
when they ate to be uſed; nor his ar- 
mour to be put on, when the attack i is be. 
gun *. It is obſerved that none are more 
Sn when calamity comes, than 
thoſe who are molt careleſs to prevent it. 
Principles muſt be fixed, before they can 
be uſed; and frequent practice muſt ſettle 
habits, before we can enjoy the benefit of 
that eaſe with which they exert them- 
| ſelves. Of all people they ſuffer moſt, 
who will not allow you to mention before. 
hand the death of a beloved object, nor 


_ _ themſelves to thick of any ſach thing, 


Do not ſpeak of ME J cannot bear the 
ec thoughts of it: 10 be lure L ſhall run 


+ Nec Joo e Joloris dba excipere ac 
fortiter perpeti poſſet, niſi ſe prius ad obſiſtendum com- 
paraſſet: — ex quo conſuetudo fit, quæ callum obducit 
animo, noſque contra meg. * naturæ wet fortun® im. 
petus armat, Cie. OY: w 
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6 diſtracted. „» And ſo, partly for quiet- 
Wneſs ſake, and partly from complaiſance, 
not a word i is ſaid of the matter; the dear 
thing is clapt to the heart; it clings, and 
grows to the affections; and when ſnatch- 
ed away, no wonder if the parents grieve 
and lament. They ſeem to have had no 
otion of their dear creature's being mor- 


it gal: it overſets them at once, becauſe they 
k {Wave no conſideration about them to hin- 
r- er its doing ſo ; nothing that can weaken 


he influence ot their vexation. Where- 
is he is a wiſe man indeed, who prepares 
poth for his own death and the death of 


le Neis of them; and puts in practice that 
of NPhiloſophic reſolution I have read pf, with _ 
n- {Which 1 conclude this addreſs :. © I am 
lt, thioking with myſelf every day, how * 
e- WW many things are dear to me; and after 
or I have conſidered them as temporary 


and periſhing, I prepare myſelf, from 


| without weakneſs,” a 


1cit 


is friends; who ſo improves his fore- 
ight of troubles, as to abate the uneaſi- 


that minute, to bear the loſs of them Fe 
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SECT. I... 


Allowavices male to the M ourner, and which | 
will be , both by God and 12 


5 hes will V be ds Fol 4 | 
our natural averſion to troubles by him 
who knows our frame. * No afflition 
e for the preſent being joyous but griev- 
« ous;“ it is well if afterwards it“ pro- 
« duces the peaceable fruits of rightebuſ- 
& neſs.” The man muſt feel; the Chri- 
ſtian will ſubmit. The grace that exalts 
us to the. dignity of being the children of 
God, does not lift us entirely above the 
alfections and pafſions which are common 
to men: But what is better, it governs | 
them by its laws, and uſes them to its own 
purpoſes ; and dath not eradicate but per- 
fect our nature. 8 


l \ 1 1 N * v * / 


THE MOURNER. Seck. I, 


bee is a great difference in the con- 
ſtitutions of men. That which melts 
down one perſon, {hall hardly warm ano- 
ther. Where there is a predominance of 
the ſofter paſſions, every bowel ſhall move 
weithin them; and, like the ſenſitive plant, 
pots ſhrink in, and are affected with the 
- {ſmalleſt touch. | - 
Surpriſe, upon the firſt jayab, jon of an 
evil ; the ſudden news of ſuch a loſs, may 
be too hard for a man that has a good 
command. of himſelf. He muſt recover 
himſelf ; he muſt rally the forces of rea- 
ſon and religion: : when the ſhock is over, 
he will better perceive it might have been 
more decently borne. 

It is no crime to be ſenſible of the great. 
neſs of our loſs, nor to feel the pain of it. 
Inſenſibility is no virtue, has no glory in 
it, will bave no reward. The great“ A. 
ce braham came to mourn for Sarah, and if 

to weep,” Gen. xxiii. 2. without any 
diminution to his great character. Jeſus 
bimfelf wept over Lazarus; which he 
would not have done, had there been any 

thing -uoſeemly in dropping a tear over.a 
departed friend. © Devout men carried 

Stephen to his funeral, and made great 
&« . Iamnentation and yet they were de- 

vout men. . nature is framed 


&« with ſuch ſenſes tad; paſſions as, 7 9g 
« cording to God's intentions, will be af- 
of Wl fected ſuitably to their objects: and, if 
« the ſoul acts rationally, it is moved ac- 


« for our amendment, it will appear ne- 


Seek. r - THE. MOURNER, PS. 


t. cordingly. And if we conſider the end 
be « for which afflictions are ſent, namely, . 


1 ceſlary that they ſhould be felt; for if 
« we have no ſenfe of the blow, how {ball 
« we ſubmit to the hand that gives it? 


. If our affections are feared againſt all 
. painful impreſſions, God is then defeat - 


ed in the beſt means of our awakening ; 


There are two extremes ever to be a- 
voided under troubles : The one is ſlight- 


had no help to go to, but would fling up 
all in' ſullen deſpair ; inſtead of enden 


he | 
ay aims at in the diſpenſation. Both theſe 
extremes are cautioned againſt : « My ſon, 


Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuk- 
« ed,” Heb. xii. 5. If you deſpiſe the 
chaſtening, you may provoke him to lay, 


| * Dr. Bates. 


A 2 


& for he that is not ſenſible of his alllie 
« tion, will continue ſecure in his fin“. 


** 


ing the affliction, as if we ſcorned to feel 
it, like a mere accident, not to be regard- 
ed: The other is ſinking under it as if we 


vouring to attain the end God himſelf 


* deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening of the i 


— 
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\ 


5 mil make you feel before I have dong 
4 with. you ;'? and ſo 55 upon yo 
more ſtrokes, as they did, Thou haſt 
« ſtricken them, but they 55 not griev- 
et ed; thou haſt conſumed them, but 
> they have refuſed to receive correction: 
they have made their faces harder than 
a rock: they have refuſed to return,” 
Jer. v. 3. And what followed this af. 
fected inſenfibility, i in which they harden. 
ed themſelves againſt God and bis prov1- 


dence ? They made matters ten times - 
worſe, and ſuffered many evils inſtead of T 


one. © Wherefore the lion out of the fo- 
« reſt ſhall' flay them,” ſome fierce and 
cruel enemy. The wolf of the. evening 
e ſhall ſpoil them,” ſome greedy and de- 
vouring enemy. The, leopard ſhall 
% watch over their cities ;. every one that 
e goeth out thence ſhall be torn in pie. 
“ ces ;” ſome watchful cunning adverſa- 
ry: Becauſe their tranſgreſſions are 
% many, and their backflidings are in- 
ic creaſed,” Jer. v. 6. 3 
How much better is it for me to fa 
with the church, © I will bear the indig- 
© nation of the Lord, becauſe I have fin- 
e ned againſt him! * 1 will bear it as 
well as I can ; and will endeavour to bear 
it as well as I ought. My wound is 


Seck. I. THE MOURNER. 5 "IS: 
N „ grievous.; but 1 bie, Truly this is a 
F grief, and I muſt bear „ Jer. . 


ble in my caſe, are all under his compaſ- 
fionate eye. The degrees of bitterneſs in 
my cup with every ingredient were of his 


allow the degrees of ſorrow to be in pro- 
portion to the degrees of afffiction. That 


fliction, which is but decent in another. 
The bloſſom ſoon withers, and the flower 


flower :—But all fteſh is grafs. One chan - 


one channel; or if more, the fountain 
Lis ſtill open, and can never run dry. TI 


ellary to me, with a degree of ſorrow be- 
yond what is due only to a convenience of 
life. The loſs of one upon whom our all 
depends, not only the comfort and de- 


hood of a family; How deep muſt that 
wound be? And who can forbid, it to 
bleed, where extremities to be ſuffered 
come in the room of  endearment and de- 


r 


eſtate, his een, his peace, 8 heavy as 


2 
9 


1 


The particular circumſtances of trou- 


own mixing: It is the © cup which my 
«| Father gives me to drink.” He Will 


degree pf ſorrow may be a fin in one af- 


fades; the fair bloſſom, the beautiful 
nel of my pleaſure is dried up, it is but 
may mourn the loſs of What was ſo ne- 


lights, but the very ſupport and liveli- 


Night enjoyed? Job loſt his children, his 


7 % 
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$27 wk the ſand of the ſea was his ef! 1 But 


- here. comes a mourner, and fays, I have 
| loft all this in one perſon : -* I was at eaſe, 


«. but thou haſt broken me to pieces.“ A 


| widow and fatherleſs children ; a poor wi- 
dow and fatherleſs ; fick, as well as poor; 
deſerted by friends, perſecuted by enemies; 
How many degrees of anguiſh are here 


beyond the ſorrow only of being a widow? 
How allowable for ſuch a one to ſay 


(and ſuch a one these has been); Even 


„ to-day is my complaint bitter; my 


„ ſtroke is heavier 5s my groaning,” | 


Job xxiii. 2. 
Grief muſt have a vent: ſorrow may 


5 expreſs itſelf. 1 may ſigh and weep; and 
tell my mournful flory to God and man: 


In all this Job finned not. As for me, 


« is my complaint to men? And if it 
„% were ſo, why ſhould not my ſpirit be 
% troubled? Job xxi. 4. It is in vain 
to complain to men. I will turn: my 
complaint to God: He will allow me to 


complain to him, though I muſt not com- 


plain of him. I cried unto thee with 
„% my voice, and made ſupplication. I. 
4 poured out my complaint before him: 
I ſhowed before him my trouble, Pfal. 


cxlii. 1, 2. There is a. pſalm on purpoſe 
for the allied, with this title: : . A Pray- 


* 


Se 


n 1 
” 7 
1 
* 7 
„ 
« 


« er of whe” afflicted when . is over- 


% whelmed, and poureth out his com- 

« plaint before the Lord,” Pſalm. cii. 
When a man is ſo afflicted as to be over- 
whelmed with it, he may complain even 


my loſs 1s ſo. Thou knoweſt, O Lord, 


id What troubles are like to come in at this 
1: breach, like a flood; Whither ſhould I 


e, carry my ſorrows ind cares, but to thee 
it who careſt for me? My friends are quick- 


be I ly weary of my complaints : It is bur- 
un denſome to them, though it relieves me. 


ny Thou art the father of compaſſion : All 
to IU weeping eyes lift up themſelves to thee, 


and every fighing prayer from the ends of 
the earth. * Hear my prayer, O Lord; 

* and let my cry come unto thee. Hide 
„ not thy face; incline thine ear. My 


% mingle 1 it with 8 the bread of af. 


Sect. bet THE MOURNER, 8 : 7 


before the Lord: Nay, he may pour out 
his complaint. Another while he ſays, - 
] am. ſo troubled I cannot ſpeak.” An- -- . 
guiſh+in extremity will ſometimes ſtrike 

dumb, and at another time pour out com- 
plaints. My ſorrows are great, becauſe 


more than myſelf, how bitter in many re- 
ſpects this is likely to prove. What a 
Y Lap is made in the comfort of my life? 


« heart is ſmitten, and withered like grals, : 
« fo that 1 forget to eat my bread; or I 


44 fs of the voice of my groaning, my 


5 THE MOURNER. _ Set. I. >: 
« 60 ba the water of aMiRion. " 
My courage fails; my ſpirits are waſted 
by the greatneſs of my ſorrow ; © by rea. 


4 bones cleave to my ſkin: I am like a 
c pelican in the wilderneſs,” a lonely, fo. 
litary creature, © I watch, and am like a 
© ſparrow upon the houſe top:“ I decline 
ſociety by day, and am deprived of fleey 
by night. I have eat aſhes like bread, 
and mingled my drink with weeping, 
© becauſe of Ne indignation, O Lord; 
« for thou haſt lifted me up, and caft me 
4. down : Pſalm cit. 1, 10. Heal the 
wound which thou haſt made. | Surely 
there is balm in Gilead, and a phyſician 
there. Aﬀuage my grief by thy conſolz- 
tions, which are not ſmall. Relieve my 
| lonelineſs by a great deal of thy ſenſible 
preſence. Give me ſo much more of thy 
eompany, that I may find I am * not „ 
lone, becauſe the Father is with me.” : 
My light i is gone out in darkneſs: Let 
the ſun of | righteouſnels ariſe upon me, 
with healing under his wings. Retrieve 
the damage and loſs as far as may be, by 
the methods of thy providence. am 
% oppreſſed: undertake for me.“ 
1 may open my ſorrows to men too, if! 
Can get ay: who OV. beſtow the charity 


* * * ” CORO 
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of bearing my tory. It will eaſe the 
engage their prayers; it will extort ſome 
reaſon to expect it. He hath put my 


by 5 4117 kinsfolk have failed, and my fami- 
© liar friends have forgotten me: they 


11 * ſervant, and he gave me no anſwer: 
ra ET entreated him with my mouth. My | 
4 breath is ſtrange to my wife:“ ſhe 
h Wurned away from me. And all refuſe the 

8 uind office to a poor afflicted man when 
i Ie moſt needs it. © All my inward friends 
1 abhorred me; and they whom 1 loved 

. are turned againſt me. Have pity up- 


ſhould be ſhown.” _ 


on to the will of God; and is allowed to 


mind; it will draw forth ſomething of re- 
lief from our thoughts; it will direct and 


pity: and it is ſomething to be pitied in 
affliction. Job miſſed of this when he had 


4 [EULER far from me; and mine ac- 
uaintance are verily eſtranged from me. 


8 * that dwelt in mine houſe. I called my 


on me, have pity upon me, O my 
friends; for the hand of God hath 
touched me. To the alflicted, pity. 


The mcſt earneſt prayer to God Yor the 
emoval of an affliction, or ſupport under 
is very conſiſtent with entire ſubmiſ- 


We mourner. Nothing could be more 
bmiſſive 1 in a mere man tha that of Da- 


e THE MOURNER. Sect. I, Se 


va: I was dumb, and opened not my 
% mouth, becauſe thou didſt it.” Dumb 
to all murmuring language, but not to 
prayer: For the next words are, Re. 
„% move thy ſtroke far away from me: [ 
am ,confumed by the blow of thine 
* hand,” Pſal. xxxix. 9, 10. But a great. 
er than David is here. The Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt was the perfect pattern of patience; 
and yet none ever prayed more earneſtly 
than-he that the © cup might paſs fron 
him; and, Ping a an agony, he pray. 
ed more earneſtly,” Luke XXU. 42, 
with ſtrong cries and tears. When in the 
days of his fleſh, he ſpake the language of 
fleſh and blood. {He prayed earneſtly; 
with ſtrong cries and groans. Importu-ﬀ 5 
nately ; for he prayed three times, as vt, 
Paul beſought the Lord thrice ; and with 
great humility, proſtrate upon the ground, 
And yet this earneſtneſs, importunity, 
and humility, was all conſiſtent with that 
ſubmiſſion : · Nevertheleſs, not as I will, 
but as thou wilt.” Behold the defire 
of nature, and the reſignation of grace 
Nature ſays, Let this cup paſs! Grace 
ſays, Let thy will be done. It is no re 
bellion againſt the will of God to defire 
that an evil may be removed; but When 
we do infift upon it to be removed, in 3 
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our will; or take ſinful courſes to obtain it. 

I am allowed the diligent uſe of all pro- 
per means, all lawful and appointed means 
of removing alfliction. If I cannot pre- 


t, my next concern is, that ſinking under 
"Mt may be rather. my calamity than my 


om reſh act of felignation to the method he 


ncoſes hereby of ee me een all 


(+. vil. 
1 | SECT. Il. 5 


When ma y our Jr ourning be efteemed es ex- 
ce/frve and immoderate . 


take all,” ſays paſſion, ſince he has 
ould take us at our word? How much 
ollible for any one loſs to make us? Are 


cauſe this one e Is taken 'QWAY 5 $ 


manner whether God will or no; that is, 
when we rage and ſtorm, if we Wen not 


ent it, I will remove it; if I cannot re- 
move it, I will bear it; if I cannot bear 


rime; and only prove the occaſion of a 


/ HEN the loſs of ſame one ; mercy ſhall 
eſtroy the ſenſe and reliſh of thoſe that 
emain, is not that exceſſive? © Let him 
deprived me of this.” But what if God 


ore miſerable ſhould we be, than it is 


Il the mercies that remain worth nothing, 


REES 
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„The comfort of other tions, the ac. u} 
commadations of life, the health of body, B. 
the capacities of mind; a ſhare in the plea. m 
' ſure of angels, in conteviplation of delight. ac 
ful truths, and ſenſe of the divine favour; {x 
the means of grace, an intereſt in Chrif, W 
the pardon of ſin and the hope of glory, m 
Muſt all theſe things be as nothing, be. g. 
cauſe the child is dead, or the huſband, of ft 
the wife is gone before? Is not this e. 
nough to provoke God to go on, and make 
a full end of all? And to ſay in his wrath, 
Since theſe things are not worth own. 
„ing, they are not worth continuing: ] 
will take them away. Go, Death, and 
« kill the huſband that is left, or cut of 
„ that wife, or child, or friend. Go, Sick 
„ neſs, and ſmite the body with diſeaſe 
es and languiſhing weakneſs :, take awer 
the health that is left, ſince it is eſteem- 
“ ed as nothing now. Go, Reproach anl 
Calumny, and blaſt the reputation, 
4 Loſſes and Croſſes, take a full commil. 
* ſion to make what ravages you pleal: 
in an eſtate that cannot now be enjoy: 
4 ed. 99 : 
Mourner. Ah, but the flower of all my 
e is gone! 1 4 The glory i is depart 
ed!“ I anſwer :. Thy glory is to do tht 
vil of God, and bevy: The "burden he N 


WH 
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thee. Tuis ſecures eternal glory. | 
Be thankful you are out of hell, All is 


mercy on this ſide hell. And if he has 1 
added to that many other mercies that are \ 


To 


y, 


21. 


it 8 
rl ſpared to thee, though often forfeited, as bl 
ite well as that which is gone, let the enjoy- | | 
y ment of that remainder be an allay of Ii 


be. grief, and a comfortable motive to  thank- 

of falneſs. 5 

„ When we are ſo when up hich our own i" 
ake ſorrows, as to regard nobody's elſe, we „ 
ach exceed. When all our concern for the . 
un. forrows and joys of others, and eſpecially. 
: of the church of God, are entirely ſwal- 9 
and lowed-up 1 m Our private griefs this is to 5 


t ode too much ſhut up within our own ſelves, 
ick and confined within the little circle of our 


eat own affairs. If a piece of good public 
war pews will not make a mourner ſmile, if a 
em. national deliverance will not make him 
ani forget to weep, at leaſt for ſome time, it is 
tion ga ſign of none of the beſt ſpirits. The 
mil public may juſtly leave him to his own 
lea bitterneſs. Eli's family afflictions were 
0% Lreat, but the public 1510 broke kis heart. 
"WH When our ſorrows utterly unfit us for 
the duties of religion, and the ſervices of ', 
life for any conſiderable time, then they -<- i 
are exceſſive. You were overſet at firſt. 
The, form. came down when you unpre- 


- 


Im 
part 
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pared ; but do not make it your chbits te 
be overwhelmed. God hath taken 7 — 
that perſon, and you will not pray. 

is there nothing now worth aſking We 


Will God ſupply you with breath for no- 


thing but ſighs and groans? If this blow 
will not bring you upon your knees, he 

can ftrike another. It is deſperate lan- 
guage to ſay, Let him ſtrike; there 1s 
nothing now wherein he can hurt me. 
God expects to hear from you another 


| way: If any be afflicted, let him Pray.“ 
- © God knows 3 it eaſes the mind, and 


brings in help. Lou cannot meditate. 
- You can fit alone for hours together, 
thinking upon a dead creature. Methinks 
the living ſaint in heaven ſhould have a 


little of our heart. It ſhould not always 


dwell in a coffin, and in a grave. Me- 
thinks the ever. living God is the more 
ſeaſonable object to turn the mind to. The 

dear one is dead; but the Lord hveth, 


4 and bleſſed be my rock,” Pſalm xviii. 46. 


 Mourner. I can think. of nothing elle. 

- Anſwer. There lies the exceſs of your 
grief. But 1s that the way to comfort, to 

turn our back upon the © Father of mer- 

'4* cies, and the God of all conſolation ?” 

You will not meet him in the cloſet, or in 

the ſanctuary, becauſe ſuch an one is dead: 


* 
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you moſt need his aſſiſtance. God requires 


ever and ever. 


the leſſons we ſhould learn from his provi- 


* ſoul is weary of my life,” ſays Job, 
chap. x. 1. and yet in his anguiſh, he is 


e. ſor inquiring into the cauſe and deſign of 
r, bis troubles. © I will ſay unto God, Do 


ks not condemn me: ſhow me wharefore 


a MW < thou contendeſt with me,” verſe 2. To 
ys Wl Þ< condemned of God, was what he fear- 
e- ed more than any affliction ; for that in- 


re ¶ deed would be a much more dreadful thing. 


he I {be way to avoid that condemnation, is 
th, to find out what God contends with us 


46. for; to remove it by repentance, and then 
e. Wt will be pardoned by his grace. 


ur When we refuſe to be comforted, 1t 


ſhows that our grief is ſwelling beyond its 
boundary, and ready to overflow all. As 


B 2 


that is, you will not have to do with God, „5 
becauſe you are in a condition wherein 


nothing of you impoſſible, or indecent; 
only let it be ſeen, that the dead creature 
was not your God, bus he oe lives for 


When our ſorrows a us thendlel of | 
the defign of God in our affliction, and of 


dence, then are they immoderate. My 


Jacob, when he thought his ſon Joſeph 
was dead: Jacob rent his clothes, and 
* refuſed to be comforted,” Gen, xxxvii. 


* 
_- 
# 
— * . 
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34, 35. And ſo did another mourner w 1 


read of, Lamentation and bitter Weep- 


ning; Rachael weeping for her children, 


* refuſed to be comforted for her chil. 
e dren, | becauſe they were not,“ Jer. 

Xxxxi. 15. If Rachel will refuſe comfort 
from the word of God, and the ſuggeſtions 
. of friends, ſhe muſt go without it; ſhe 


muſt mourn on and weep on. To Want 
comfort is an affliction; but to refuſe 1 It, 


when offered, is a fin. A time may come 
wherein you would be glad to have it if 
you could, or if there were any to admi- 
niſter it. The anguiſh of ſpirit” may be 
too great to admit it preſently. 'David 
was fa troubled he could not ſpeak: and 
the Iſraelites in Egypt were in ſuch an- 
| guiſh, they could not hear the comfortable 
| overtures of 'Moſes. © Moſes ſpake un- 


to the children of Iſrael, but they heark- 
e ened not unto him for anguilh of ſpirit, 


and for cruel bondage,” Exod.” vi. 9. 
But to refuſe comfort on purpoſe that grief 
may ſwell to the greater height; to feed 
Pour paſſion with freſh fuel, and ſtir it up 
with aggravating thoughts; this is not 


the way to have our Le eaſy or in. 


nocent. 
When nature, grace, a time, hat! have 


done their part 0 e the ſcrtlement of 


99 


ES 4 rods A ered ˙ LN ˙ö. e rn 


— 4 


* . 
4 ; 


their minds, and-they have got over it 
pretty well, ſo that the wound ſeems to 
be cloſed ; they ſhall tear it open again, 
and make it bleed afreſh, by the help of 
certain mementos, that ſeem to be kept on 
purpoſe for that cruel ſervice ; a lock of 
hair, a picture, a relic of wearing apparel; 
or ſuch like memorandum. . 
Mourner. Muſt we then forget our re- 
lations as ſoon as they are gone? Do you 
think I ſhall ever forget that dear crea- 
MPSS EI END 7 ES amo tt2 
Anſwer. But cannot we remember them 
without forgetting God and ourſelves, and 
ſcandalizing our religion? If we loved 
them ſo well, is there any danger of for- 
5 getting them too ſoon, that we ſhould need 


le art and monitors? Remember what was 
n- WM good, to imitate it; what was lovely, to 
be thankful for it. But as for theſe pro- 
t, vocatives of ſorrow, if I cannot view them 
9. with patience and moderation, I am not 
af to be trufted with . them. Rachel would 
ed have had her ſon's-name Bennoni, a ſon of 
T1 ſorrow : Jacob knew that would have been 
ot a-perpetual reminding him of the ſorrow- 
u- ful occaſion of his name, the loſs of his 


7 beloved Rachel. He calls him Benjamin, | 
ye 2 fon of the right hand. In ſuch a world 


. 


g 
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as ths: the forrow we cannot avoid is 
| e if it be well improved. e 
When ſorrow is ſuffered to prey upon 
health, in its degree, or in its continuance, 
it is as criminal as miſchievous. A man 
may pine away his health and life, as well 
as drink them away; or deſtroy them by 
any. other extravagance. It wears away 
the ſtrength and waſtes the vital ſpirits, 
Jacob ſaid, that ſorrow would “ bring gu 
*« down his grey hairs to the grave.” We Who 
know, by too many inſtances, that ſorrow 
and trouble will not only bring grey hairs 
to the grave, but green ones too. Hea- 
„ vineſs of ſpirit dries the bones, Prov. 
xvii. 22. It waſtes and conſumes : 16, as 
to prove the truth of that text, in the let. 
ter of it, , The ſorrow. of this world 
„% worketh death, 2 Cor. vii. 1% 9 
Sometimes it kills outright, as effectual. 
Iy as if a man were thot through. Some. 
times more gradually indeed ; but it then 
ddaes its buſineſs as ſurely as a low poiſon; 
for the food ſeldom nouriſhes that is ming- 
led with tears. When the air doth not 
refreſh, nor the faculties of nature per- 
| form their functions, then we ſay the heart 
is broke. And this is the language of an- 
tiquity, as well as among us: witneſs the 
28 Philoſopher, bs hs forrow of n 


/ 
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oh the ſpirit i 15- bloke Prov. xv. 13. In 


the bills of mortality, we ſometimes find 


this article, Died of Grieſ. That article 


would be much larger, and oftener inſert- > 
ed, if all who died of grief were to be 
diſtinguiſhed ; but they are put down un- 2 


der the word Conſumption, or any other 
diſeaſe, which grief brought upon them. 


When our ſpirits are ſoured, and diſ- 
guſted againft every thing ; when our paſ- 
lions are raiſed againſt men, and we mur- 


mur againſt God ; when we give way to 
ard thoughts or. language of God, becauſe 
he Lord hath dealt bitterly with us ;” 


exceeded their bounds. 


face of God, upon the loſs of fans be- 
loved and dear delight; and a heart with 


adviſedly with his lips, that Satan took it 
or granted, that even ſuch a godd man 
as Job might be provoked to ſo extrava- 


he moſt likely way to provokWhim to it. 


3 


A heart without grace will bound, and 8 
(well, and riſe, as if it would fly in the 


grace can hardly avoid ſomething like it. 
n afflicted perſon is ſo apt to ſpeak un- 


gant a thing as to curſe God to his face; 
dr at leaſt he knew, that he ſhould take 


., 


Ruth 1. 20. then our ſorrows have greatly f 


It was David the Mournergthat ſaid in 
US haſte, Gb 'T; am cut off from. before thine ; 
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Ko 


eyes, verily 1 have cleanſed my band ma. 
in vain,” wh. 
It was Jeremiah: the on, e ut. mo 
tered theſe deſponding words, my Rrength to 
and hope are periſhed from the Lord, 8 
< remember mine affliction and my mi. 
<< ſery, the wormwood and the gall.“ III 
was Jonah, in his affliction, made that fret. 
ful repartee, when the Lord ſaid, Dot 


. © thou well to be angry? And Jonah ſald, 


I do well to be angry, even to death!“ 

If 1 fret myſelf to death, is there nota 

cauſe ? Or, I will indulge my grief and S 

vexation, though it colt my life. Surely G 
this is the language of paſſion : ſurely. this WY in 


is to go beyond the allowed bounds: WM th 
We may exceed in the continuance of Wi de 

our grief. It may continue too long, ail dc 
well as riſe too high. The time for mourn. © 
ii has been limited by all wiſe nations; hi 
and the wiſeſt people have made it the C 
ſborteſt. The Egyptians who knew not 
God, mourned ſeventy days for old Iſrael: Wl 
and his own ſon © Joſeph made a mourn- Wl « 

© ing for his father but forty-ſeven days,” Wl i! 
Gen. I. 3. For Aaron Iſrael mourned MM «+ 
thirty days; for Moſes thirty, and for * 
Saul ſeven: but it is one thing how long Bl © 
the ceremony of mourning may continue, if c 
and another thing how long the ſorrow © 


Cal Er g - 5 55 
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may aadare. The ceremony may be over 


when the grief has no end but with the 1 


mourner's e and he carries it with him 
e + RES N 


' 


SECT. UI. 


— to the will of Ga, and Ref - 
nation to bis OEM, with 2 155 to | 
our e 1 | 


Suart, I pe a . reledting upon 
God and his conduct? Shall my ignorance 


impeach God's knowledge * ?' ] do not ſee | 


the wiſdom or the goodneſs of this provi- 


dence : No more did Jacob ſee either wiſ- 
dom or goodneſs in his loſs of Joſeph. 
All theſe things are againſt: me,” ſays 
he, and yet, God 10 meant it for good, * 
Cen. 1. 20. | 


All theſe things are N by God. | 


My preſent condition is his appointment. 
Afflictions rife not out of the duſt,” 

though they ſometimes haſten us thither ; : 
but out of the mouth of the Lord cometh 
* both good and evil,“ Lam. iii. 38. The 
origin of all evil is fin, and the direction 
of it all is in the hand of God. 1 form 

the light,“ of proſperity; I create 
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e darkneſs” of affliction; * I make peace, 
325 and I create evil; I the Lord do all 
« theſe things,” Iſa. xly. 7. We are apt 
to dwell upon ſecond cauſes, and overlock 
the hand of God, who, though he cannot 
be the author of fin, he can over-rule the 
ſins of others, . ſo as to be a correctie of 
our own iniquity. 
Shimei's ill nature and e eum 
to the houſe of David, made him curſe 
David; but David plainly diſcerned there 
was ſomething more than Shimei's ill na. 
ture or attachment to the houſe of Saul, 
when he ge 5c The Lord hath bid Shi. 
avid.” The Jews by wicked | 


mei curſe 
hands crucified Chriſt; who yet ſaid, It 
55 the cup which my — hath given 
„% me; ſhall I not drink it?” As in a me- 
dicinal preſcription, whatever the ingre⸗ 
dients may owe their bitterneſs to, it is 
the {kill and kindneſs of the Fe chat 
makes it ußp. 
Since theſe things! are ordered by God, 
they muſt negds have an end worthy of 
God to propoſe, and for me to attend to. 
None of his arrows are drawn at a ven- 
ture. He always aims at ſomething, which 
it is worth my while to aim at too. He 
for our ptofit. We have had fathers of 
1 flelh, which corrected us, and.'v we 


- 


ce ave them reverence; ſhall we not much 
al Wc Sir be in ſubjection unto the Father 
pe of Spirits, and live? For they verily 
ck. for a few days chaſtened us after their 
ns *. own pleaſure” and paſſion ; but he for 
he 


make us humble and holy; to improve 


u, t with more eaſe; to prepare us for an- 
le Mother world, and- er an us more to go 
ed | hither. ; 

I This is the voice of . mo; theſe the 


hen. theſe ends are attained, ſomething 


have loſt; 4 


ers deep and wounds me ſore. How can 


lever ſay with David, All the paths of 


' as keep his covenant and teſtimony ?” 
hat, all the paths of the Lord? The 
ough, and the thorny, and the difficult ; 


ity? Friends and dear relations SM; 
| 2 * 2 0 
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our profit that we mi ght be partakers 
„of his holineſs,” Heb. xii. 9, 10, To 


he graces of his Spirit in us; to purge 
out our corruptions, and to mortify more 


e body of fin; to wean us from this 
world, that we may love it leſs, and leave 


nds of him who hath appointed it. And 
more confiderable i 15 ae than what "> 


- Mourner. It is hard for me to think. ſo 
when under the pangs of ſorrow. It en- 


* the Lord are mercy and truth unto ſuch _ 


here there ſeems to be nothing but 3 520 


1 5 
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oſtate ſunk ; health impaired ; ſtrengih de 
caying; difficulties increaſing on "every 
FF op Oh! he has touched me in a tendet 
part! It is the apple of mine eye that ile 
thorn is gone into. What have the pro- 
miſes produced to me? Might he not ban 


taken a method that mould have Jodkel 


more like mercy and truth? 


_Aifwer. Can-infinite wiſdars. R 5 


taken? Can infinite goodneſs be cruel] 
Can infinite truth be falſe? Allow hin 
that knows the end from the beginning 


to know better what is good for you tha 


you do for yourſelf; and to know how u 
come to his end the beſt way. Since he 
does not willingly grieve nor affſict the 
<« children of men ; and hace it is only, 
if need be, that we are in heavineſs; what 
is it but mercy and truth that can make 
bim do a thing unwillingly, and does i 
only, if need be? Would it be merey a 
truth to humour you in omitting whit 
muſt needs be? You will allow him 1 
judge of the neceſſity of it too, for tht 


ſame reaſon: and then, you will ſee res. 
ſon to conclude, with the royal Mournerill 


I know, O Lord, that thy judgmeni 


« are right; and that in very faithfulnel 


® thou haſt aliQted men — 15 
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eſpecially when you conſider, i in the next 
lace; - i ant. 
That he will make this, a all other | 
trials, work together for good.“ This is 
the general promiſe. We know that all 
things work together for good to them 
that love God,” Rom. viii. 28. We 
know it is ſo in fact, but we know not 
how. Indeed that knowledge is no buſi- 
neſs of ours; that part we leave to God. 
To believe the truth of it, to take the 
comfort of it, and to wait the iſſue of it; 
that is our part. Look upon every trouble 
through the ſcripture: let God take what | 
compaſs he pleaſes, it will come to this at 
laſt. How contrary ſoever to my liking. 
things are at preſent, they will at lengtn 
be juſt as I would have them. Only let 
me remember three or four things : . 
1. Let me take care to be 2 qualified 
objekt of this promiſe. It is to them that 
love God, to them. that are the called or 
converted, according to his purpoſe, that 
this promiſe is made, that All US 
e ſhall work together for good.“ . 
2. Let me take care to be right in my 
notion of good. If I have no notion of 
good, but what relates to the body, to the 
mouth, or the pocket, to eating or drink- 
ig, and other rd enjoyments; 1 
6 5 


. 
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may never think this promiſe fulfilled, 
But if I think that to be good, which iz 


good for the ſoul; and that to be good, 


which'is good for eternity; the promiſe is 


as ſure as it is rich, gracious, and compre. 


= heuſive. And when the good things of 


this life are really good for us, they are 


certainly included in the n a mar 


be expected from it. 8 
3. Whether outward Ain are 
good for us, or no, we muſt leave him to 


judge who made the promiſe : and all. _ 
Feaſon in the world he ſhould, whoſe good 
gneſs made it; whoſe wiſdom and — 


muſt make it good. They Who are the 


objects of this promiſe, who love God, 
will let him judge for them in this caſe, 
What a ſoul muſt that be that can ſay, 


„% I will have the outward enjoyments of 


*.'this life, whether they be good for me 


15 & or got; and whether God judge them 


% good * me or not? 2??? Does this look 


like one who is the object of that promiſe? 


One who loves God, and is“ called. a6 
9 4. Wes to his purpoſe? 


| We muſt wait God's tienes, ad; ex- 
= the accompliſhment of this. promiſe 
only in his way. He who believes, 
. makes not haſte;” nor fays with im. 
II N 4 SP? avi, we wait on the 


7 
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te Lord any longer: *. Nor by tin ing Un- 
lawful ways, leſt we forfeit our ſhare in 
this promiſe by any ſuch miſbehaviour. 
To quarrel with providence is to charge 
God fooliſhly. It is as much as to fay that 
God governs the reſt of the world well 
enough, but not in this particular. He 
orders all affairs well but mine. When 
others die, and other huſbands mourn the 
beloved, the ſuitable, and the amiable crea- 


6 ture gone; or when other widows S weep 
x in ſecret, and are left alone: then the leſ- 


ſon is, ALL MUST DIE: And ſubmiſſion 
vas preached up, as wiſdom, our beſt wiſ- 
he dom, as well as duty. © Behold, thou haſt. 
« 1nftructed many: but flow it comes up- 
on thee, and thou fainteſt ; it touchetn 
” © thee, and thou art troubled, job iv. 
3, f. It touches thee to the quick: and 
you ſind the leſſons you taught to otbers 
K Noot ſo eaſy to learn yourſelf. = 
= Shall the commander of an army be al- 
lowed to place his men according as he 
knows to be beſt for the ſervice, whether 
the common ſoldier knows it er-not : he 
aligns their poſt ; he draws them out, and 
gives command. They form themſelves 
in the face of danger ; they march to the 
mouth of a cannon, or mount a breach, 
though ever r ſo dreadful, and all for bread 
(+55 30 
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and clothes ! A ſubmiſſion with which we 


hardly honour the Captain of our falvation i 
e it be for eternal. life. | 5 
. 8ECT, Iv. „ 


\ 60 


0, — on to the Witt of ( God, as it re. ll © 
gards the Frame of our Spirit, * Ten. 
ger of our Minds 1; WL 


i 


5 Hort I have learned ſomething of this 
fabmiſſion, ſince I am come to the follou. v 
ing reſolves ;- in which, I apprehend, it 
does in a great meafure confitt. 1 106 
Reſolyed and agreed, that God's wil 
ought to determine mine, and not mine 
1 to determine the will of God. {} 
he queſtion 1s put, whole will ſhall be T 
done? That petition in the Lord's Prayer ill « 
was made for this very caſe and alen 7 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in k 
ee heaven.” I ſhould be aſhamed to ſay 
otherwiſe ; but actions have a language 
as well as words. I ſhould bave been 2 
ſhamed to have ſaid, in words at length, 
Lord, my will ſball determine thine, 
e and govern thine. - I will haye no wil Ml ., 
5 ſuperior to my own: “ but my actiom i 1. 
have ſaid as much; when by my mur-il .. 


- 


5 
1 
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murs, rebelltous thonghts, finful courſes, 
and deſperate uneaſineſs, I have behaved 
ſo contrary to the duty of a ſubject, and 
the relation of a child. Lotd, forgive 
what is paſt! and now, Behold, here 1 
« am ! Let the Lord do to me what ſeem- 
„eth good unto him, 2 Sam. x. 12. Fa. | 
. (ther! Not as J will, due as chou wilt,” 
Luke xxii. 42. 

Again: Reſolved Sa FT that it is 
part of my buſineſs in this world to en- 
dure what I cannot innocently avoid. 
What can be.avoided we may, and ought 
to avoid; fince © no affliction for the pre- 
* ſent is joyous, but grievous:“ but what 


ill cannot be avoided by lawful means, as the 
ne Bi mark of being the will of God, that I 
x. Wl ſhould endure. And, © no man mould be 

be © moved by theſe afflictions; for you 
fer 


« yourſelves know that we are appointed 
0; Wh © thereunto,” x Theſſ. iii. 3. How do 1 
know what 1 am appointed to, but by be- 
ing unable to avoid it without ſin, which 
is a worſe evil than ſuffering, and comes 


ly, a ſubmiſſive ſpirit, | > 
Farther : - Reſolved and agreed, (Nas - of 
will neither deſpiſe the chaſtening of the 
Lord, nor faint when I am rebuked, Heb. 
Xil. 5, To prevent which, 1 fiy t to the 


C 3 


in the room of a great expullencs, name- 


y '4 | 
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und clothes ! A ſubmiſſion with which we 


hardly honour the Captain of our ſalvation, 


SHOE it be for eternal life. 
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Of \r ſubmiſſion to the Tilt of God, as it re. 
 gards the Frame of our e * 2 
Ber F our Mind.. 


Wo Hort I have Jexrnel bis of this 
fabmiſſion, ſinee I am come to the follow. 
ing reſolves ; in which, I apprehend, it 
does in a great meafure confilt. 
| Reſolyed and agreed, that God's wil 
_ ought to determine mine, and not mine 
pretend to determine the will of God. 
The queſtion is put, whoſe will ſhall be 
done? That petition in the Lord's Prayer 
was made for this very caſe and 3 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in 


e heaven.” I ſhould be aſhamed to ſay 


_ otherwiſe; but actions have a language 


as well as Wwerds:” I ſhould bave been 2. 


ſhamed to have ſaid, in words at length, 


* Lord, my will ſhall determine thine, 


e and govern thine. I will have no wil 
ſuperior to my own: but my action 


"haye ſaid as much; "ley by my mur· 


7 
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murs, abellions thonghts, finful courſes, 
and deſperate uneaſineſs, I have behaved 
ſo contrary to the duty of a ſubject, and 
the relation of a child. Lord, forgive 
what is paſt! and now, Behold, here 1 
« am ! Let the Lord do to me what ſeem- 
„eth * unto him, 2 Sam. x. 12. Fa- | 
„ther! Not as I will, but as thou wilt,” 

Luke xxii. 42. 

| Again: Reſolved — agreed, that it 1 
part of my buſineſs in this world to en- 4 
dure what I cannot innocently avoid. 


„What can be.avoided we may, and ought 
* to avoid; fince © no affliction for the pre- 
1 * ſent is joyous, but grievous:“ but what - 


cannot be avojded by lawful means, as the 
ne Bi mark of being the will of God, "that I 
ihould endure. And, no man mould be 
2 moved by theſe afflictions; ; for you 
«* yourſelves know that we are appointed 
0: Wh © thereunto,” x Theſſ. iii. 3. How do I 
know what 1 am appointed to, but by be- 
ing unable to avoid it without ſin, which 
is a worſe evil than ſuffering, and comes 


nin the room of a great e name- 
tb ly, a ſubmiſſive ſpirit. AR 
ne, Farther: Reſolved and agreed, that I 


will neither deſpiſe the chattening of the 
Lord, nor faint when I am rebuked, Heb. 
xi. 5. 1 prevent which, I fly to the s 
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aſſiſtance of his grace. 1 conſider, that it 


is one evidence of true grace to be willing 


to hear the will of God, as well as to do 
it. I call to mind the romiles in this 
behalf made and provided. I look. to the 


recompenſe of reward; and © I endure, 


„as ſeeing him that is inviſible.” I Jook 
to that particular bleſſing promiſed to him 
that endures in 2 right manner, * Bleſſed 
is the man who endureth temptation ; 


for when he is tried he ſhall receive the 
% crown of righteouſneſs, James 1. 12. 


« For which cauſe we faint not: for 
< though our outward man periſh, our 


« inward man is renewed day by day, 1. 


2 Cor. iv. 16. 


Moreover: Reſolved and. agreed, that I 


humble myſelf under the mighty hand of 
God. © am vile; What ſhall I anſwer 
* thee? I will lay my hand upon my 
„ mouth. Once have I ſpoke but I will 


not anſwer ; yea, twice, but I will 854 


© ceed no farther,” Job xl. 5. that is to 
25 ſay, I have not a word more to ſay; 


neither againſt thee nor for myſelf. I 


t have ſaid too much already and too un- 
adviſedly with my lips, in defending 
22 myſelf and arrargrang thy providence: 
on. i will ns * farther 1 in n inch chal. | 


— 


; - 
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« lenges. Forgive what is paſt, and aſſiſt 
«© me for the time to come.“ 
God delights to humble thoſe Wha will 
not humble themſelves, and to exalt thoſe 
who do. Humble yourſelves, there. 
„fore, under the mighty hand of God; 
te that he may exalt you in due tirne,” 
1 Pet. v. 6. 
Mourner. My ſorrows are great, but {© 
is my guilt. Things are very bad π⁹ 
me, but they might have been worſ- ; 
And they will be better, if I can behave 
ſo well under this trouble as to gain his 
pity and his favour. He has taken 1 
but he firſt gave. 
God takes great notice of ſuch a frame 
of ſpirit, and has a thonſand ways to re- 
ard it. Becauſe thine heart was ten- 
der; and thou didſt humble thyſelf, the 
evil ſhall not be in thy day,” 2 Rings 
x11; 19, Heaven will. make amends for 
ll ſorrows and ſufferings, Submiſſion is 


to Ihe way to heaven ; and theſe confidera- 
T ions are e the way to ſubmiſſion. 
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Pet N SECT. v. 
N Sabi ion, As It reſdetls 0 our Dn 
and Car riage. 


— 


n 18 " ſamatindes outrageous, "and 


ſometimes ſullen, It will often ſay any 
thing that comes next, without grace or 
decency; as well as ſometimes ſay nothing 
at all. Job ſat ſeven days and ſeven nights 
ſilent, “ and none ſpake a word to him; 


« for they ſaw that his grief was great: » 


and when he did ſpeak, he curſed the day 
of his birth. David acted a better part, 


when he got up, anointed, waſhed, and] 


eat, after the death of his child. There 
is a way of ſaying, Thy will be done, by 
the behaviour or geſture; with the eye 
and hands as well as with the tongue, 
Submiſhon 1s a grace that reaches to the 
behaviour, the features and the outward 
poſtures of body. 'The natural poſture 
of grief have no offence in them; but 
there are unnatural diſtortions of rage and 
deſpair. I have ſeen ſome lift up their 
eyes and hands to heaven as if they threat 
ened, rather than ſupplicated the Al 
mighty; and heard them ſay ſuch word 


3 


ut 
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as only ſeryed to provoke their own ſor- 
row and God's anger. _ | 

ow much hetter is it to caſt our pre- 
ſent burden and future cares upon God, 
in a believing dependence upon his pro- 
miſes and goodneſs? Treaſure them up in 
your mind, for a ſure reſource upon thoſe 


W trials you are moſt liable to. Lay up 
his word in thy heart,” Job xxii. 22. 


« Thy word have I hid in mine heart, 
15 tat I might not fin againſt thee.” Let 
the widow and the fatherleſs remember, 
that he has promifed to be a © father to 
« the fatherleſs, and a judge of the wi- 
« dow. Thou art the helper of the fa. 
* therleſs, Pſal. Ixviii. 5, In thee the fa. 


„ therleſs find mercy, Hoſ. xiv. 3. The 


Lord preſerveth the ſtranger. | He re- 
* leveth the fatherleſs and the widow ; 
„but the way of the wicked he turneth 
„ upſide down, Pal. exlvi. 9. Leavethy 
* fatherleſs children, I will preſerve them 
* alive: And let their widows truſt in 
% me, Jer. xlix. 14. the poor committeth 


bis cauſe to thee : thou art the helper 


* of the fatherleſs; a father of the fa- 

„ therleſs, and a judge of the widow in 
his holy babitation,” Let the childleſs 
emember what God ſays, That if ſuch ' 
. 4⁰ chooſe the things that * me, amd 


* | s 
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8 take hold of my covenant, even unto 
„ them will I give within my houſe, and 
« within my walls, a place, and a name, 
better than of ſons and daughters : ] 

will give them an everlaſting name, 
„ that ſhall not be cut off,” Iſa. lvi. 4, f. 

Let the friendleſs and helpleſs remember, 
that God has promiſed to “ deliver the 
«© needy when he crieth ; the poor allo, 
« and him that hath no helper,” Pſa, 
Ixxii. 12. When lover and friend, © when 

<<. father and mother forfake me, then the 
« Lord will take me up,” Pſal. xxvi. 10. 

Lord remember theſe words, wherein 

thou haſt cauſed me to hope.” Promi- 

ſes were made on purpoſe for God to ful- 

fil, and for us to truſt in: and he who by 
faith humbly depends upon them, takes 
the beſt way to have theſe, or ſome others, 

- fulfilled to his ſeaſonable comfort and re- 
lief. Be careful for nothing; but in 
© every thing, by prayer and ſupplica- 

tion, with thankſgiving, let your re- 
queſts be made known unto God,“ Phil. 

iv. 6. Do not prayer and ſupplication 

\ fgnify a carefulneſs for ſomething? name- 

ly, that which I pray and ſupplicate for. 

Doubtleſs, a care of the right ſort, a care 

of the means, which is our part; ſuch a 

prayer, ſapplication, and diligence; and 


8 * 
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ich diſcharges us 8 the burdenſome 
care of the end, which is God's part. It 


iſue. It reheves our anxiety for God's 
part, and our own alſo; which is too 
much for any man alive, to have two ſuch 


care of the end alſo : that is, to have 
od's care upon us, and our own too. 


o caſt upon God the care of the means, 


my endeavours, is careleſſneſs and 7 ich 
umption ; neither of which are Chriſtian 


nd is the carefulneſs here forbidden, as 
nvading God's province. Duty is mine, 
o far as that, I am to care about the end, 
vent is God's, and that not being in my 
ower, is no object of my care, though it 


wn power, or to invade God's. 
Mourner. LINEN af * be no means? 8 


mw ſee no way!! 
0B Ai ſwer. Then we, mn « and ail, 
bay and ſee the falvetign of God,” . 


eaſes us from all diſtracting care about the 


cares upon him at once, the care of the 
means, with their diligent uſe, and the 


One of theſe cares muſt be left to God. 


e of concern and expectation. It ſeems 
qually criminal and fooliſh to neglect our 


and to ſay, I will not pray, I will not uſe 


* 


graces. To take upon us the care of the 
ue and the event, is diſtracting anxiety, 


» 
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Mourner. What if there be no. falvs V 

tion . 3 

"Anſwer. Why then I ſay, ec though he © 

% {lay me, yet will I truſt in him, Job xiii. f 

« 15. I am not better than my fathers: WM * 
Loet me die.” When it comes to that, 

0 


we muſt do as they did, in Acts xxi. 14 
&« And when he would not be perſuadei i © 
% wwe ceaſed, ſaying, The will of the Lord f 
ic be done.” Good men have periſhed in. * 
deed from the earth; but it is only from 5 
the earth. They die from hence into im. © 
mortality. They are gone but not lot. Ml * 
Some ſalvation will always be ready to 
crown their faith and patience, and expoſe b 
the angry impropriety of your queſtion, Y 
What I there be no ſalvation ? Good men, = 

may be afflicted, but cannot be miſerable. © 
If Dives ſhut his door againſt Lazarus 8 
Abtaham's boſom is open. ** Say ut 
“ the righteous i it ſhall be well with them) 
in this or the other world, or in both. 


Let us ſuit ourſelves to our condition, 1 
Let our minds agree with our ſtation ; out G 
| appetites and Fs {los to our circumſtances. 5 
This is another part of our ſubmiſfion vl 
to our behaviour. The blow that we fer 8 
ſhould kill curioſity, vanity, luſt; and pride 4 
If we will never poſſeſs our ſouls in pi b 


tience but when they are humoured, 1 


9 5 
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will ſooner be undone than ſatisfied. | He 
who enlarges his defires makes the dut 
of ſubmiſſion ſo much the more difficult; 
for he has ſo many more cravings to pro- 
vide for, and to be diſappointed un 

Nor ſhould we aim only at the decency 
of a mere patient behaviour, but ſhould 
endeavour at ſome degree of cheerfulneſs, 
for the honour of God and the ornament 
of religion. Let me ſhow what my reli- 
gion can do in- ſuch a caſe, and of what 
uſe its pringiples are, towards the comfort, 
as well as ſupport, of a ſorrowful mind. 

I read of ſome who could rejoice in tri- 
bulation ; why ſhould not I? If I am not 
yet able I will try to learn that leſſon, hard 
as it appears to me at preſent. It is no 
mark of the divine favour to eſcape all 
troubles. * Behold theſe are the ungod- 
« ly, who proſper in the world, and in- 
« creaſe in riches :' they are not in trou- 
© ble as other men,” Pfal. 1xxiii. 12. But 
] am ſare of this, that to bear the hand of 
God, and reſign to it, becauſe it is the 
Lord, this is a mak of his favour and 
love. This grace beſtowed is a greater 
gift than any thing he has taken away ; 


in my departed comforts, or diſappointed 
hopes. Common mexcies are no | proofs 


3 


a greater gain than any thing I have loſt 
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8 
of ſpecial favour; put the grace that : 
teaches us to joy in tribulation, and to f 
ſay, Not my will but thine be done, comes 0 
to us with that addreſs : Hail thou tha , 
art highly favoured of the Lord. And 5 
with that privilege the apoſtle ſpeaks of, Ml ;, 
„as ſorrowful yet always | rejoicing,” 0 


2 Cor. vi. 10. ſorrow ful in appearance, 
but always rejoicing in reality; becauſe 
in ſuch a caſe there will always be to ſuch 
a ode more cauſe of joy than ſorrow. iſ 
Therefore I take pleaſure in infirmity, 5 
in reproaches, in neceſſity, perſecution, WW 
and diſtreſs for the ſake of Chriſt. Moſt 
„ gladly therefore will 1 rather glory in 
“my infirmity, that the power of Chriſt 4 


% may reſt upon me, 2 Cor. xii. , 10. g. 
« Though the fig⸗tree ſhould not bloſſom, WF th 
“ neither ſhall fruit be in the vines; the h. 


labour of the olive ſhall fail, and the MW 1i 
fields ſhall yield no meat; the flock bj 
* ſhall be cut off from the fold, and there Ml w 
*< ſhall be no herd in the ſtall; yet will]! bi 
c rejoice in the Lord, I will Joy in the ke 
„God of my ſalvation, Heb. iii. 17, 18. WW w 
Wbence had theſe men this ſecret ? Can- Wl © 
not ] have it at the ſame place? I come to 13 
the throne of grace, for this grace and I bl 
mercy to help me in this time of need; th 
n I * lay all at his feet and br ing Wl a 


9 4 
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every high chought to the n of 
fafth, and every tumultuous thought into 
a calm ſubmiſſion to the will of God; and 
with cheerfulneſs proclaim to all, that 1 
am pleaſed with my governor, however 


irkſome to feſt and blood this correction 


. be. Fg 
SECT. vi. {4 


| The FR that "OPM e "Yr rea- 


her a' Duty, and ſo lovely a N 
Soul, in a 1 5 ots. * 


As a2 frat of abel, in Whatever de- 


| gree it be, does in the fame degree leſſen 


the influence that inviſible things ought to 


| have upon me. If I indeed believe that 


life and immortality are brought to light 
by the goſpel, I ſhall not behave as one 
who thinks there is nothing in the caſe 
but death and parting. The eye that is 


kept on the future world will not always 


weep. Let not Your, hearts be trous 
„ bled: ye believe in God,” John xiv. I. 
Is believing then an antidote againſt trous 
ble of heart? 2 Where there is no faith, 
there is no ſubmiſſion. ; and where there is 
2 weak faith, there is but a weak ſubwiſ. 

D 2 
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ſion. We may expect that he will fay un- 
to us, Be it unto you according to your 
b. faith.“ We are not likely to endure 
well, without ſeeing him that is inviſible, 


And then our ſubmiſſion will be in pro- 


portion to what we diſcern in God by faith, 
and what we expect from him by hope. 
« If ye will not believe, ye ſhall not be 
4 eftabliſhed ;”” neither in grace nor in 
comfort: But to him that believeth all 
things are poſſible,“ as it engages his 
help, to whom all things are eaſy. As all 
the pulſes in the moſt diſtant veins of. the 
body depend upon that of the heart, ſo it 
is with the movements of the ſoul : © As 
% A man's heart is, ſo is he ;” whether it 
be a heart of faith and patience, or an evil 
heart of unbelief. 


Unbelief ſays, God's hand is vil 


that he cannot ſave, or his goodneſs leſ- 
ſened that he will not; and this indiſpoſes 
us to put ourſelves under his protection. 
Unbelief ſays, that his bowels are cloſed 
up; and why then ſhould we caft our- 
felves upon' his mercy ? How can a man 
part with beloved relations, who does not 
believe that he ſball either meet them a. 
gain, or not miſs them? Why art thou 
s caſt down, O my ſoul, and why art thou 
oy diſquieted within me?” ſays David, 


% 


* 
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Why * 2 whatever was che cauſe; tlie re- 
medy was faith and hope. Hope thou 
« in God, for I thall yet praiſe him.“ 
They who have not faith to believe that 
all things ſhall. work together for good, 
muſt needs be à miſerable prey to the 
grief of diſappaintments. They who can- 
not hope in God when their Poul is caſt 
down and diſquieted, cannot enter into his 
reſt; becaufe of unbelief. | Exceſſive mourn- 
ing is mourning as thoſe without hope- 
Self-will, or an eagerneſs for our oπ e 
will is a great hinderance to. fubmiſſion. 
A man who is impatient of croſs words or 
\s WW contradiction, as if born to have always 
it his own will, always humaured and pleaſ- 
il Wed, is greatly unprepared far trials, and 
II lkely to fret againſt God. Pharaoh is not 
ed che only man whaſe language has been, 
. Who is the Lord that 1 ſhould obey 
es “ him? 1 own no throne higher than my 
n. “ own; nor will I receive law from any 
ed other, God or man.” The ſame ſays 
r. every one Who ditputes the ſupremacy 
an with God, in dn whoſe vill tall 
wt be done. 
a- No people have! their wilt leſs than 
ou thoſe who are for having it always: they 
ou WW draw more troubles upon them, and teel 
them deeper. Generally this temper ig 


2 


. 
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its own u puniſhment to. a great degree. A 
root of bitterneſs, from which a thouſand 
vexations ſpring up, that would have had 
no exiſtence, or would have been far leſs 
afflictive to thoſe who make a ſacrifice of 
their will to the will of God. Take away 
ſelf-will and there will be no fin, no hell, 
no kingdom of Satan. Take away ſelf. 
will and. you take away a thouſand for. 
rows which it only creates to itſelf, and 
- which are eſcaped bas the grainy * will of 
refignation *. 


We promiſe ourſelves too mud from 


this world, and from all our relations and 


conditions in it: and the higher we riſe in 


our expectations and opinions of things, 
the lower we fall in the vexations of dif. 
appointment. Men launch into the world 
in as unaccountable a manner as we ſhould 
think of thoſe ſeamen, who, becauſe it is 


fair weather when they fail, make no pro- 


viſion for a ſtorm. What confulice muſt 


they be in when the ſtorm comes down? 


- We muſt not promiſe ourſelves an exemp- 


: tion from thoſe troubles that are common 


* Ceſſet voluntas propria, et non erat N ci 
vitas diaboli incipit ab amore ſui. BER NW. 


If Ged would fludy a cloſe, quick, and certain way of be 


ing revenged on a man, he need but open bis fares, and bid 


bin choeſe for bimſelf. Mx. S. F yas. Bo 


% 
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to all ann We muſt not flatter our- 
ſelves to attain what we have in proſpect, 
or hold long what we have in poſſeſſion. 
Great affections make way for great af- 
flictions, and make ſubmiſſion to provi- 
dence the harder. The advice of the a- 
poſtle is very well ſuited to a world, the 
faſhion or ſcheme of which paſſeth away. 
r. This © I fay, brethren, the time is ſhort : 
d “ it remains that both they who have 
of “ wives be as though they had none; and 
« they that weep the loſs of them, as 
m“ though they wept not; and they that 
id “ rejoice, as though they Tejoiced not; 


in “ and they that buy, as they that poſſeſ- 8 


rs, WW ſed not; and they that uſe this world, 
i. “ as not abuſing it; for the faſhion of 

1d “ this world paſſeth away,” I Cor. vii. 
id WW 29—31. Did not I know it was haſten- 

is ing to an end? Why did I ſet my heart 

ro- upon it, as if it was more durable? Why 
uſt did I make the parting more afflictive, and 
n? Wthe reſignation more difficult, by the 3 Ine 
p- {Wtcmperance of my affection? 
The Jews had a cuſtom at their wed- 
ding fell for the married couple to drinx 
in the ſame glaſs together, and then to 
break it in pieces: teaching them by that 
emblem, that whatever felicity they ex- 
petted hs their lives, upon which it 


| 
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all depended, were frail and brittle, as glaſs. = 
No ſooner joined, but they were warned . 
to prepare lor ſeparation. So in our form ] 
of matrimony, the clauſe, UNTIL DEATH Hane 
DO US PART, 18 a mene to the ſame he 
purpole. 3 . 

It is as much my àuty to pray, that! 
may be willing and able to part with any 
dear comfort of life in a right manner, as 
to pray for its continuance. We are apt 
to be moſt earneſt for their continuance; 
as if it were a greater thing for God to 
pleaſe us, than for us to pleaſe God. The 
grace that ſays, Thy Ky be done, is infi- 
nitely more neceſſary to me than any good 
thing God can take away, to try that 

grace, and ſhow. me that I have it. 

Mourner. Oh Lord thou knoweſt how 
near that perſon lay to my heart; but 

thou knoweſt that thy favour is Begrel 
7 ſtill. 1 would not fear ſo much the loſ. 
* ing any thing, as of offending. thee. 


66 


Thou wilt ſurely grant my ręqueſt in 
<« one of theſe. two things; either to con- 
„ tinue the mercy I enjoy, or help me'to 
_ ** refign it at thy call, in the manner thou 
*© ſhalt approve: and then, whatever lols 
| © there may be in ſuch a removal, I am 


7 ſure the ſenſe of thine pe Is 


* 


% 
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« ſuch a gain as can never coſt me too 
ic dear. 77 [ 

He who. will die well 25 die daily, 
and practiſe upon the foreſight of it. So 
he who will refign well, and with a be- 
coming grace, muſt practiſe upon reſigna- 
ion, and frequently put caſes to himſelf : 
What if I ſhould return home this even- 
ing, and find my houſe in flames? That 
fair eſtate which is now to ſupply my 
ants, and ſupport my figure: What if it 
ould take wings and fly away? What if 
the deſire of mine eyes ſhould be taken off 
with a ſtroke? Or I ſhould ſee that pretty 
hild lie a dead corpſe? That which I now 
ay in my boſom, I ſhall net be able to 
dear in my fight? What ſhould T then do? 


How ſhould I behave? Am l prepared for 
ut Wuch a caſe? If not, J have the more rea- 
eſt Non to think of it beforehand. If I am 
of. Wrepared for it, then I. can better bear to 


hink of it now; or elſe, how ſhall IT bear 
he thing itſelf, when by refuſing to think 


on- f it at all, 1 continue to make it more in 
to Nolerable. 
10u As hard as this practice ſeems to bs. it 


much harder to be ſurpriſed without e- 
er having thought of the matter, or pre- 


d to make chat eaſier, which otherwiſe i is 


paring for it. Though hard, it is deſignun- 
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one of the hankels things in the world, of 
and will be ſo 1 bh the leſs it is though 205 
of in tine. 1 
Another Abet to reſignation, is a 
conceit of our own deſervings. _ 
How can that perſon ſubmit to Wow 
lotments of Providence, who. fancies him. 
{elf deſerving of the beſt ? The uneafinel 
with which a man takes a low rank i in the 
world, is in proportion to the opinion of 
himſelf being qualified for higher ſtations, 
Modeſty and humility ſave a deal of trou- 
ble nd © have a great deal, for ons 
« who deſerves nothing ; z Nay, for one who 
« deſerves miſery !. Let the Lord place 
« me where he pleaſes : if it be out of 
„ hell, I ſhall have reaſon for praiſe and 
6 thanks, enough, to keep out murmur. Wl. 
« ing.” You cry and ſwell, complain 


and repine. I aſk you, Did God owe you i. s 
any thing? Is he hae to you? Mil. 
you deſerve any thing? Who are you! on. 
And what are you more or better, tha f. 
| thoſe many, who at this time are; ſuffering . 4. 
for God with faith and patience, in the |, 
want of all things; and think they hal BY 
hardly any thing to aſk for, on this ide fu 
heaven, if they could but quietly {ere BS he 
God in the half of that, which can hardy ;.. 


make you civil to the Almighty, for wail 
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of more? To enlarge our Pa OP is laying . 
ourſelves open to needleſs vexations, as 
numerous as our needleſs deſires. He 
whoſe defires are an hundred times larger 
than others, 1s every day liable to ſo ma- 
ny hundred times more. vexations and diſ- 
9 | 


SECT. „ 


elb 3 3 Grief from . 
 Confiderations with reſpect to God, who 
algen away. 


7 is the Lord, 1 Sam. iii. 18. This is 
he anſwer made to the heavy meflage 
brought by young Samuel to old Eli. 
* will do a thing in Ifrael, fays God, at 
which both the ears of. every one that 
kd 5 hears it ſhall tingle :” That he would 
ut off all his family, and his father's 
ouſe, „Thou ſhalt ſee an enemy in. 
' thine habitation; and there ſhall not be 
an old man in thine houſe for ever :— 
or, the man of thine whom I ſhall not 
cut off from mine altar, ſhall be to con- 
ſume thine eyes, and to grieve thine 
heart. And all the increaſe of thy houſe 
mall die in the flower of their age, and 


* 
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% thy two ſons-ſhall both die in one FS. * 

1 Sam. ii. 31—34. Here is the death of il h. 

children in the flower of their age; po. he 

verty extreme; extinction of his family; ot 

and, till then, the branches of it ſhouli v. 

1 only live to plague the parent: a dread. Wl ©* 

ful threatening! but he an{wels, It i 1s the iy 5* 

Lord! to 

His abſolute property in us, and all that mn 

we have, is unanſwerable. The cart br 

eis the Lord's, and the fulneſs thereof *! 

The product, the inhabitants, the furn. in 

ture of all worlds are his. Shall he na ch 

do what he will with his own? If I e 

ſelf am his property, wrt thing I hare bo 

muſt be ſo too. th: 

His abſolute ſovereignty over all thing *. 

is uncontrollable. © Behold he taketh In 

May, and who can hinder him? Jo 

* ix. 12. He doth whatſoever he pleafs 

in the army of heaven, and among te 
inhabitants of the earth.” 

His tranſcendent majeſty and excellency 

are not to be diſputed. ** Shall not hi 

«+ excellency make thee afraid to murmi 

« againſt him, and to find fault with hi 

« ways; and his dread fall en thee: 4 

Job xiii. 11. 
He who ſits on the throne of the uni 
| verſe, who ſhakes heaven and earth wil 
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his voice; 3 0 hath power to lodge 2 


or frowns, according as he pleaſes to re- 
ward thy ſubmiſſion or oath thy diſ- 
content; who can employ legions of an- 
gels to be thy guard, or devils to be thy 
tormentors; he who can ſilence thy mur- 
| murs with thunder, or ſtop thy -inſolent 
breath with fire and brimſtone, and hor- 
rible tempeſt: Shall not his excellency | 
make thee afraid? He who dwells in light 
that is unapproachable, before whom an- 
gels veil their faces; ſhall I lift up my 
bold front againſt this God, and charge 
that brightneſs with a ſpot, that wiſdom 
with folly, and that zune of his with any 
iniquity ? Fo 755 
His infinite perſections, what language 
do they ſpeak ? He is infinitely wiſe, and 
cannot err ; infinitely powerful, and can- 
not be reliſted ; infinitely holy, and can- 
not behold iniquity without abhorrence ; 
infinitely good, and can do no evil; like- 
iſe true, and cannot falſify his word. If 


rmu. | | ; 
b ui were poſſible to take the univerſal ma- 
agement out of his hands into your own, 


t would be the beſt way to replace it in 
he hand of God again. It is he to whoſe 
vill all the world beſide complies, why 


N 


heaven or a hell in thy breaſt, by his ſmiles 


ſhould not I? And when I read that Chriſt te WE, 


— 
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bindet id «Iam come to do thy will, 


O God; and, Father, not as I will, but 
as thou wilt 55 who am I, that I ſhoulg 


pretend to ſpeak any other langnage? „ 


Conſider the relation in which he ſtands 
to 28. My will he made; Shall he not 
give laws to his own creature? Did he 


| make this hand to ſtrike at himſelf? This 


breath, this tongue to ſpeak againſt him; 
and this will to rebel againſt himſelf? As 
I am a dependeat creature, in him I live, 


and move, and have my being. As I am 
an expectant creature, is it the way to ob- 


tain my will of him, to deny the homage 
of my will to him? As I am a'finful 
creature, have not I enough of guilt up» 
on me already? Should I ſwell the ac- 
count, and. increaſe my miſery ?. As I am 
an accountable creature, he 1s my judge; 
as I am a recoverable creature, he i 15 my 
Saviour: and am I angry with any of bis 
methods toward making all theſe ideas 
concur to my ſal vation? To be redeemed 
from the tyranny of my own will, and 
fancy, and appetite, is no ſmall. part of 


the redemption by Jeſus Chriſt. Did he 


give himſelf up to death fox us; and ſhall 
f think it too much to give my will up to 
his? Shall the redeemed from . thraldom 
pots | the orders of the Redermge?, Bu 


ſervants diſpute the will of their maſter? 


other terms than doin g whatſoever he com- 
ds mands us? and if, as children, we go to 


ne muſt we not add, Thy will be done? 
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and ſubjects ſay, to ſuch a king, What 8 
d Joſt thou? Are we his friends upon any | 


him as our Father who is in heaven; 


us Whether we fubmit to his will or no, 


nz © his will all be done. His counſel ſhall | | 


As ſtand, and he will do all his pleaſure.” 


e, You may as well ſubmit by grace, 


have the comfort of ſo doing, as be forced 


b- to it without grace, and without comfort, 


ge whether you will or no. If it be an at 


ful N of homage, your ſubmiſſion has a reward; 


p-: but if it be merely becauſe you cannot 


ac- belp it, you have only ſorrow for your 


am I pains. What does all my fretting amount 


Je; to? Will it change the courſe of ob 
my dence, and allay griefs ? 


ned me no one comfort: he might have taken 
and WI away all, as well as a part. He might 


to diſeaſe, and uy affairs to confuſion and 
hall calamity. SEEN 


POR It is by his geovidence that all things | 


dom FF are conducted; the moſt caſual, the moſt 


Ez 


j 


Confider how much God might bude | 
leas ¶ taken away beſides: he might have left 


have given up my ſoul to terror, my body 


tivial, Lots the moſt caſual ; Prov. xvi. 
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33. and a ſparrow falling to the ground, 
or a hair, the moſt trivial things. 
If there were no providence, we ſhould 
want one of the beſt antidotes againſt the 
fear of what is to come, and the ſorrow 
for what is paſt; fer, as Biſhop Patrick 
obſerves, all the care would then lie up. 
on ourſelves, and, be too much for us, 
But when we think of infinite wiſdom and 
power governing all things, one need not 
be at a plight, as if we and chance were 
to govern the world. Some have ſatisfied 
themſelves with the thought, that It is in 
vain to be troubled, ſince things muſt be 
as they will be; but this is cold comfort 
to be content on mere neceſſity, though it 
is the main of what the heathen comfort. 
ers afforded. Thanks be to God, we have 
ſomething better. That the world is not 
governed merely by the will of God, but 
alſo by his wilder and goodneſs. And 
he diſpoſes of all things, not only as ai 
abſolute Lord, that we may be ſenſible af 
his power, but as a loving Father, that 
we ſhould be ſenfible of his goodneſs. It 
is a diſtruſt of God to be over-troubled 
at what is to come: it is impatience to 
fret at what is preſent, and avger again 
Him to be over-concerned about what is 


paſt, This frame of ſpirit finds fault with 
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bis wiſdom, and blames his goodneſs; de- 
preſſes his power, and reprehends his faith- 
fulneſs in the diſpoſal of things; and there= 
fore it is a hioful TOY and n to be 
amended. | 
The with and grest ends he is advancin g 
to his own glory, and my ggod, is an- 
other conſideration. God hath as much 
right to uſe me to the purpoſes of his own 
glory, whether perceived by me or not, 
as J have to the uſe of any inſtrument in 
my houſe, or of any ſervant, without ac- 


quainting him with my. purpoſes. Thus : 


in the caſes of Abraham, Joſeph, and Job : 
had they not been uſed by God much 
otherwiſe than their natural will inclined 
them to chooſe, we had loſt the benefit of 
the fineſt inſtances of ſubmiſſion in the 
world“ . O Lord! We are thy clay, 
and thou the potter. We are all the 
% work of thy hands, Ifa. Ixiv. 8. Can- 
* not I do with you as the potter, ſaith 
„the Lord? Behold, as the clay is in the 
pottex's hand, ſo are "ye in my hand, 8 
oe TIL. 0, 
Whatever you loſe or port with, you 


* I fee God will have all m heart, and be ſhall has it; 
was a ſine reflection - made by a lady, when news was 
brought of two children Wen nes, whom the loved ve- 
V much. | | 

| E 3 
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cannot be miſerable while you have this 
Lord to be your God and portion! the 


God who made the creatures we are ſo 


fond of, and gave them all that lovelineſy 
- which made us ſo fond of them; and has 
in himſelf all that which he gave, and in. 
finitely more. How does it found to ſay, 
I am undone, for I have notlting but 
Gad left? Surely God can ſupply the 
room of any departed creature, though 
the whole world cannot fill up the room 
of a departed God. To loſe a creature 
and find a God, has been a happy ex- 
change to ſome, whoſe loſſes have brought 
thera to know God and themſelves to much 
better purpoſe than ever. 


He who takes away, will give more 


grace in time of need; and of his ſtrength 
to bear any burden, however diſpropor- 
tioned to our own. He giveth more grace, 
| and more till, as the caſe requires: for 
God is faithful, who will not ſuffer us 
e to be tempted r what we are able, 


5 < but with the temptation will alſo. find a 


* way to eſcape, that we may be able to 
bear it.“ Eſcape by bearing, though 
not from bearing. .He 1s ſuppoſed to 
eſcape well, who is made able to bear. 


Submiſſion to his will is one of the bel 


ways of glorifying God, _ the — ac- 


4 
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ceptable ſacrifice we can make. It ſap-. - 
poſes you will diſpute nothing with him, 
Ih having ſurrendered your own will 
to the will of God. Martyrdom itſelf, is 
but the. conſequence. of that. diſpoſition, 
„ and will be ſure to follow, when God 
„ calls this grace to act its part that way. 
ut The ſame grace that enables us to ſuffer 
e from him, will help us to ſuffer. for him. 
b 'To ſacrifice a will to God, is that rea- 
m | fonable ſervice, and living ſacrifice, which 
re is holy and acceptable: as much beyond 
x- WM the ſacrifices. of Aaron, as the ſoul and 
bt Wl ſpirit of an obedient Chriſtian are beyond 
ch Wl the dead carcaſs of a beaſt. Turn moun- 
gains into altars, and offer upon thoſe al- 
re MW tars the cattle of a thouſand hills: pour 
th out ten thouſand rivers of oil for a drink. 
r- Noffering, it would never be accepted in 
e, ſtead of that demand, My Son give me 
or “ thine heart, and let thine heart, and let 
us“ thine eyes obſerve my ways . 
le, Without this ſurrender ot ſoul, he calls 
| a Wall the outward practices of religion. but 
to lattery with the lips: and with very good 


to * The Chaldée Patdbbrafe upon Pſalm 1. 23 3. Whoſo 
0 offereth praile, gloriſieth God: and to him that orders 
Ws converkation aright, will 1 ſhow the ſalvation of 
eſt Cod; ir, Whoſo ſubdues and deſtioys the principle 
« of inordinate affection, it ſhall be e to him 
aer a ſacriſice of praiſe,” | 


ſ 
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by Na for men count th emſelves flatter. 


ed, W our behaviour is not at all a. 
greeable to the fine things we ſay to them. 


So are we accounted to flatter God; when 
ve aſcribe to him thoſe perfections, and 


give him thoſe titles, which, when it comes 
to ors point of trial, we ſcem to unſay 2. 
We call him the Moſt High God, 


ny "by and by ſomething elſe appears 


higher in our eſteem and regard: that 
huſband, that child, that wife, or that 
eſtate, or honour. We call him moſt glo- 
rious, and yet glory more in ſomething 
elſe. You may compliment him with the 
title of faithful and true; but while he 
ſees that you will not truſt him in the 


3 of your duty, that you will not take 


his word in a promiſe, for a work of piety 


to God, or charity to man, he counts him. 


_ ſelf flattered. If you call him Lord, Lord, 
and yet do not hs things that he ſays; ; if 
you call him your God and portion, and 


yet, upon the taking away of what was 


apparently more dear to you, your out- 
rage of complaint ſpeaks that language; 
** Ye have taken away my gods, and what 
„ have I more?” However it may appeat 

to men, what God thinks of it all, he has 
told you in thoſe words; They remem- 
bered that God Was 5 their rock, aud 1 
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« High God their Redeemer : neverthe- | 
«.lefs, they did flatter him with their 
« months, and. they lied unto him with 
their tongues;“ Plal. IXxviii. 35, 36. 
He ſaw it to be all flattery and lies. 

Do you ſee, ſays God, how that perſon 
behaves in the offices of devotion? Can 
any body be more aſſiduous in reading, 
prayer, hearing, and ſacraments? You 
mall now ſee what all this is good for, and 
of how little worth. God puts forth his 
hand accordingly, and takes away the de- 
light of his eyes with a ſtroke; when pre- 
ſently, the God that he ſeemed to adore 


with ſo much reſignation can hardly have 


2. good word, or a good thought; can 
hardly be allowed to be wiſe, or good and 
juſt, or any thing, but a very ſevere and 
hard maſter. He not only mourns, but 
be pines, and conſumes : ; he rages againſt | 

me; I, and my heaven, now are cyphers, 
in compariſon of the creature that I haye 


done no harm to, but only removed, 8 


purpoſes he himſelf will rejoice at when 
he comes to know them. 5 

In ſhort, this ſubmiſſion is the 5 and 
ſubſtance of religion, and the beauty of 
Chriſtianity. Upon entering the ſchool 
of Chriſt, this is the firſt leſſon propoſed 
to be learned, t to „ take up his erols and 


yi 
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" follow: him :” and all that we do or 
fuffer in religion afterward, is either ex. 
preſſive of this, or inſtrumental toward; 
it. If we pray, it is that his“ will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven.“ If 
we read, it 1s that we may know * what 
4 -1s the good, and acceptable, and perfe& 
% will of God;” to learn moderation in 
proſperous j joy, calmneſs in troubles, com. 
poſure of mind, with. a decent vent of for. 
row 1n "_ diſtreſs. OW I, 
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Hi = not God: A property in them as well 
as you, prior to yours, and ſuperior? 
They were his, before they were yours: 


they are his, now they are no longer yours; 


by a thouſand obligations, ties and rela- 

tions, that ought to take place of all out 
claims and pretenſions. 

Should they have been immortal here, 
only to pleaſe yon? to have lived, though 

weary of it; to have ſtaid, though long: 

ing to be gone; and in miſery, though fit 


for W Should they be kept 1n 8 
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troubles of life, in the pains of ſickneſs, 
and the infirmities of age; or at beſt, in 
the inſipid repetition of the ſame round of 
things, only to prevent a vacancy in any 
of your amuſements or delights ? © Is this 
« thy kindneſs to thy friend? Wo, 
Some parting time muſt come, why not 
this? If the time of parting with them 
was left to our choice, it would greatly 
increaſe our confuſion. @_ | 
They are not extin& and gone out of 
being. Their manner of exiſtence is chan- 
ged, but the exiſtence itſelf is not left. 
« They that are fallen aſleep in Chriſt, 
« are not periſhed ;” 1 Cor. xv. 18. They 
are not blotted out of being, nor out of 
life upon our Chriſtian ſcheme. 
The degree of happmeſs in their pre- 
ell ſent ſtate of ſeparation, whatever it is, 
r? Haffords a comfortable thought. If they are 
« : Mabſcat from you, and from their own bo- 
rs; dies, they are preſent with the Lord: 
lu. Mvhich, I ſuppoſe, you will allow to be far 
dur better. So much better indeed, that for 
the ſake of entering into it, it is worth a 
re, good man's while to die at any time, and 
igh leave any company upon earth, nen 
ng: Never ſo pleaſant or good. 
t The ſpirit, that returns to God who 
the eve it, is received 7 God, and welgomed 


15 „ which God hath towards us ;” What 
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in a manner ſuitable to the relation aud 2 
cllaracter in which it arrives there. Ble in. 
„ ſed are the dead that die in the Lord th 
« for they reſt from their labours.” Thy he 
could have little of no reſt here, what ©: 
with labour and trouble, temptation and M 
ſin. What a vaſt improvement and know. ne 
ledge muſt a difencumbered ſoul make i wi 
uch a ſituation? © Now we ſee darkh, T 
as through a glaſs; but then face w '* 
% face.” If the pleaſure be not ſo com-. 8 
plete as after the reſurrection, it mul th 
however he unſpeakable,” beyond all tha ®" 
this world affords. They are ſure of their th 
own ſalvation, and of being the Heirs of Ml m. 
glory. And if the pleaſure of affarance Wi . 
here be ſo tranſporting, as to give ſome- th 
times a © joy unſpeakable and full of go. © 


„ ry;” while we ſay with the apollle, 
Cw know and have believed the love 


will it be for a ſoul to find itſelf ſafely 
landed in the world of perfection? among 
ſpirits of juſt men made perfect; freed 
from all imperfections, natural and Ginfal; 


retnrned to their native ſoil, having left 1 
that foreign country where they were pl . 
grims and ſtrangers, and got home to theif ry 
Father's bouſe, where there are many oy 


manſions? In the beſt ſociety and com- 
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pany, as will as the beſt place? Review- 

ing paſt dangers, and labours? Admiring | 
the wiſdom of God, and his goodneſs that 
he has brought them thither ; and eſpe. 
cially the goodneſs of that ſtroke we are 
mourning over here? Their wor ſhip muſt 
needs be ſpiritual, who are all ſpirit; 

without wearineſs, failure, or interruption. 
They have glorious ſcenes at preſent be- 

fore them, and pleaſing expectations of 
great and more glorious things: ſuch as 

the accompliſhing the number of the ele&; 
and all that ſhall be ſaved ; the fulfilling 5 
the great periods of prophecy that re- 

main; the downfal of Antichriſt ; the glo- 
rious appearance of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
the reſurrection of the body; the aboli- 
tion of death, and the ſolemn coronation 
of all the conquerors through“ the blood 
of the Lamb,” to a kingdom that never 

can be ſhaken. 


Is this a condition to be 8 with + | 


inceſſant tears? Is it for people who are 
in ſuch a caſe as this, that we go up and 
down in black, with downcaſt looks, and 
weeping eyes ? > What one article of this 
C happineſs aforeſaid is not worth more than 
the longeſt life of pleaſure and honour in 
the world? One would think that theſe 
things only wanted to be as and 


_ 
# 


by 


1 — 
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- thought on. Would we fetch them back 
from this condition if we could? I am a. 
Fraid we are ſo ſelfiſh, that if the reſur. 
rection power were lodged in our hand; 
for one day, we {ſhould immediately run 
to the graves of our dear departed, and 
fetch them back again. To ſtop our own 
ſorrows for a while, we ſhonld begin their 
- afreſh, and bring them back to. miſery, 
They no ſooner enter heaven, but thh 
wih they had been ſooner there. Ang 
the next 2 is, that we may be with 
them too as ſnon as may be; and yet me 
wiſh a quite contrary” way. _ 
I think of the happy MO again, 
mich all the world thall not be able to 
| hinder after a few days are paſt. Let u 
not behave as if we were never to meet 
again. Do not mourn as without hope 
Our religion. teacheth us to believe, tha 


in the feparate ſtate we ſhall not be with 


out the ſociety of aur departed godly re. 
lations and friends. The ſeparate ſoul cb 
the beggar, Lazarus, is repreſented as in 
the company, nay, in the boſom of his fa 
ther Abraham; and the penitent thief was 
| Promiſed to be with Chriſt in paradiſe. 
Fs ſpirits of juſt men are not perfectei 
in order to be an aſſembly of mutes : na! 


* it We they ſhould be ſtrangers t to " 


y . 


£ * 
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-nather; ben converſation in this i imper- 


fect world produces acquaintance and ſo- 
cial endearment. | 


ls There will indeed be different ond 
and orders of ſaints; different degrees of 
il i reward there, as of holineſs here, and con- 
VI ſequently of dpartments and ſituations. 
But is it not the ſame in this world? Is 

J. every one in the ſame rank and ſtation, 
1 of the ſame character, or title and en- 

n 


dowments? And yet we know one an- 
other, and converſe together; a great deal 
of the beauty and pleaſure of ſociety a- 
ring from this TY, as it will alſo 
un there. 

At the reſurrection you ball meet a- 
gain in your glorified bodies, as well as 
eB perfect ſpirits. For, „ all that ſleep in 
PO © Jeſus will God bring with him; and 
ee will change their vile bodies and make 


th them like to his own glorious body. It 
re. «© was ſown a natural body; it ſnall be 
naß raiſed a ſpiritual body,“ freed from all 
5 " elementary droſs; will feel no pain, can 
fa. need no food; will never be weary, how- 
boa ever exerciſed or employed ; without any 


appetites that tend to inordinancy. Our 
bodies then will be immortal. The chil- 
* dren of the reſurrection die no more.” 
Incorruptible ; © ſown in corruption, it 
3 bod 5m Heb 


) 


— 


| 
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e raikia. in incorruption. „ You will 


meet them with all theſe improvements, 


and to all theſe degrees far more 88 2 
ful than ever. 


God will bring them with bin as 1 


of bis glorious train; when Chriſt ſhall 
„ be glorified in all his ſaints, and ad. 
40 mired. in all that believe ;” as the tro. 
phies of all his conqueſts, the veſſels of 


Anis grace, the members of his body, the 
ſpouſe of his love, the ſhining: inſtances 


of his faithfulneſs and power, the aſſeſſors 
of his court of Judgment, and partakers 
of his glory. 

How joyful will that meeting be? How 
happy? How glorious never to part more? 
You are not always together here; but you 
| ſhall be always together after that meets 
ing. The parting kiſs, the word farewell, 
have no more room for ever. This'meet- 
ing together again, is what Chriſt pur. 
chaſed: for to this end Chriſt died and 
“ roſe again, that he might be Lord both 
© of the dead and the living ;?? Rom. xiv, 


This meeting together again is what | 


the word of God has promiſed ; © For 
e this we ſay unto you by the word of 


cc the Lord, that we ſhall be caught up | 
„ together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air; and fo ſhall 


. 
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« we ever be with the Lord, 91 Thel. 55 


iv. I 1 
An i is what the great God vack pro- 
miſed, and is very well able to perform. 
« He is able to keep you from falling, 
« and to preſent you faultleſs before the 
« preſence of his glory, with exceeding 
« joy,” Jude 24, 25. © And they that 
« ſleep in Jeſus, will God bring with him;” 
1 Theſſ. iv. 14. The return of Chriſt, 
and of thoſe who fleep in him, have the 
ſame grounds of credibility, © If we be- 
« lieve that Chriſt died and roſe again, 
then if you believe one you may believe 
the other : nay, you muſt and ought to 
believe the other, upon the credit of the 
ſame evidence and authority. For if 
there be no reſurrection of the dead, 
then is not Chriſt riſen,” x Cor. xv. 13. 
This general meeting 1s defigned for gene- 
ral ſatisfation. John xiv. 20. © at that 
« day ye ſhalt know,” God the Father 
will ſee, with ſatisfaQtion, the work of his 
bands in perfection, made fit to receive 
the communieatton of his endearments. 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt will ſee the travail 
of his ſoul, and be ſatisfied in the full ac- 
compliſhment of his defign, in their com- 
plete felicity. The Holy Spirit will fee, 
* ne the 7 ſucceſs of his 
3 - 
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operations, in our perfect holineſs and hap- you 
pineſs. Angels will be pleaſed, to ſee the Ml of 1 
ſucceſs of their miniſtrations ; and gladly Wl the 
welcome us, the partners of their joys, inte 
And as to ourſelves, what an inexpreſlible yo 
. reciprocation of endearing love, and mul- lik. 
tiplied joy, to find ourſelves all met toge. wa 
ther after our parting ſorrows? When all Ware 
things and perſons, any way offenſive, ſhall the 
be gathered out and thrown afide. No the 
falſehood, rancour, partiality, miſtake, pre. ¶Nelu 
Judice, infirmity, paſſion, or pride, thall WW 
be met with there; not any thing to hin-! 
der the heavenly pleaſure circulating . 
through every heart, and dwelling upon 23. 
every face and tongue. You do not mourn | 
as thoſe in Acts xx. 35. Sorrowing wa 
8 becauſe they ſhould lee his face, no WWW 
% more.” | hy 
3 immoderate grief, we max Ts, as 80= ane 
lomon does of extravagant mirth, What Ifor 
does it? What doth it for them wha, are to 
gone, or for you? It may do us much t 
hurt, but it can do them no good. It may ro. 
weaken our bodies, and damage our health; 
it may ſadden our ſpirits, deptive us of 
the comforts of life, and indiſpoſe us for 

the duties of it. And what then? What 
ad vantage to the departed from ſo coltly a 
la6rifice to their memory! : mo they. need 


4 
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your tears, who have for ever taken leave 
of weeping? Could your cries call back 
the departed ſpirit, and awaken the body 
into life; could you water the plant with 
Jour tears till it revived : you might weep 
like a cloud, and call nothing exceſſive that 
„vas likely to prove ſucceſsful- But there 
ll Ware no Elijahs now, who may ftretch 
ll Wthemſclves upon the child, and bring back 
o me ſoul. It is more reaſonable to con- 
>» clude with David;“ Now he is dead, 
i wherefore thould I faſt? Can 1 bring 
„( him back again? I ſhall go to him, but 
“he hall not return to me A 2 Sam. xii. 
N 2 

n got if if we could, would we have them 
walk over the precipice once more? 
Would we have them fight the battle over 
again, run the race again, be tempted, ſin, 
and ſuffer again? Should they come back 
for our gratification, from that holy place 
to this place of fin? from that happy place 
to this place of trouble? from joy to ſor- 
row, from reſt and peace to new vexations ? 
Their ſentiments are different, their af- 
ections raiſed and ennobled; and as well 
as they loved you, they would not come 
back to you for all this world: and, as 
ell as you loved them, you cannot, it 
ſeems, with them 3j Joy of their new eleva- 


e 
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tion and di guity. Should not our godly 


friends be allowed to wear the crown they 
have been fighting for, and the Prize for 
| which they DAVE been running. 


SECT. IX. 


| Hel ne againſt n Sorrow, hin foe 


anfeqeration with regard ro een | 


(OI PATE is at the bottom of our -for 
row. I have loſt a pleaſure, and an ad- 
vantage. I am mourning over the living 
rather than the dead. If one, every way 
the ſame, wouid make me eaſy, the ſorrow 
is not for the departed, but for myſelf who 
ſurvive . 
No ſtrange thing has befallen me; no- 
thing but what is common to men. Ttis 


no more ſtrange that a man ſhould die, 


than that he ſhould be born. Am !] better 
than my-fathers, who are dead and gone? 
Whom makeſt thou thyſelf? Where is the 
ſenſe and reaſon of pretending to an ex- 


emption from the common lot of mankind! | 


* C1CERo on the lf of Scipio, Nihil enim mali acci- 
diſſe Scipioni puto; mihi accidit, fi quid accidit Suis au- 
tem incommodis graviter angi, non 9 ben bei. 
ſum amantis eſt. De Amic. | 


me 
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« Beloved, think i it not ſtran ge, as if ſome 
« ſtrange thing had happened unto you,” 
1 Pet. iv. 12. for this is no Ng thing, h 
that a mortal ſhould die. 
I come into a family, and ſee one in” 2 
corner weeping and ſighing; another is 
fallen upon a couch, unable to hold up the 
head; another is run up to a chamber, 
like David, to weep and cry out, Oh 
« Abſalom ; my ſon, my ſon.” What is 
the matter? Why, one that was born to 
die is dead! Was it the firſt child, or huſ- 
band that ever died? No. Had you a 
patent from heaven againſt the common 
lot? No. Would you that God had made 
him immortal to pleaſe you? He tear- 
eth himſelf in his anger. Shall the rock - 
be removed out of its place for you ;* ? 
Job xviii. 4. ä 
How many mercies and comforts are 
continued to thee, that might alſo have 
been taken away? and how many troubles 
prevented, that might have befallen you? 
Vou have loſt ſome children; it might have 
been all. Vou have loſt all; it might have 
been your huſband too, or wife, at the ſame 
time, You have loſt huſband, or wife; 


it might have been alſo eſtate, and all the 


means of ſubſiſtence. Or ſuppoſe that is 
gone too; you have liberty, health, peace, 
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all theſe put together. Pardon of fin, and 
Pe with God, may ſtill be yours. 
Mourner. Theſe, 9 fear, are not mine. 
Anſwer. Nay, then it is time to mourn 
over ſomething elſe than a dead Friend, 
To mourn over a dead foul of your own, 
to mourn over a loſt God, to ſorrow. for 
fin ; theſe are infinitely more to your pur. 
poſe than ſorrowing for the dead. And 
there is at leaſt this room to rejoice, that 
all theſe ſpiritual bleſſings may be had, 
You may be pardoned, accepted, ſand. 
fied, and ſaved. And it is a matter 
reat comfort that theſe things are pol 
üble, and within reach. 
Mourner. But I would have had theſ 


. ſpiritual bleſſings, with the life and enjoy. 


ment alſo of thoſe that are gone. 
Anſwer. That is, you would have ere. 
ry thing according tg. your defire and fan- 


cy; that God and providence ſhould take 


. their orders from you, and conſult yout 
liking, before they execute their decrees. 


But, © ſhould it be according to thy mind.” 


Job xxxiv. 33: He that has a pillow to 


lay his head upon, and yet (as one ſays) 


%, 
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Or ſuppoſe they” are allo 
gone; you are out of hell, and within 
reach of heaven: which, I will ſay, is 1 
greater thing than any you have loft, or 
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will needs lay it pans ſtone ; he that has 
many convenient ſeats to ſit upon, and no- 
thing will ſerve him but a buſh of thorns; 
ſurely they muſt be very much in love 
with ſorrow and melancholy, who enjoy 
ſo many bleſſings, and will yet flight all 
the pleaſures of them, to pine away in the 
company of their wants. Underſtand what 
you now poſleſs, as you would do if it 
were taken away, and then you will have 
a better _reliſh for it. 

The miſeries and troubles entailed on 
ul the poſterity of Adam, are numerous. 
har They are compared to the ſparks that fly 
2} Nup, for number. It is a mercy we eſca 
a. Many of them : that all theſe ſparks do not 
-of kindle upon us together: that all theſe | 
l. troubles do not ſeize upon us at once: 
chat out of ſo many miſeries we ſhould 
eſe have ſo few, when we are born to all, by 
u. deſcent; ſubject to all, by nature; e 

ing of all, by fin, _ 
10 Do you forget what your Gas deſerve ? 


an. Shall a living, man complain; a man 
ae for the puniſhment of his fin;” Lam. 


our iii. 39. A living man, when you might 
. have been dead; for the puniſhment of 
id!“ fin, and you might have been damned? 
t The puniſhment of fin, on this fide of hell, 
195) ls always leſs than our r IQuilies deſerve. 


3 


h een movents. ON 1* 


% Mobvabr. ne Þ will bear the indignation 


of the Lord, becauſe 1 have ſinned a 


« paibſt Him“ 285% | 
"Anſwer. © Let every man, “ ſays ol 

* wehen he computes what he wants of 10 
4 deſires, reckon as exactly how far he is 


“ ſtiort in his duty; and when he has dy. 


ly pondered both, he will think it a ve. 
1 17 eaſy eompoſitiott; though his want 
© ſhould be unſupplied, provided his fins 
A be pardoned; and will ſee cauſe'to fi 
„ down contentedly with honeſt Mephi. 
„ boſheth, 2 80. xix. 23. What Flo 
„ have I yet to cry. a more to th 
ge " Rags e 
The good of affliction in etch ov 
a to be taken into the account, as another 
_ conſideration to aſſuage our griefs. He 
for our profit chaſtiſes, ſays the apoſtle; 
and it was good for me that I was affliQ 
ed, fays David. 
| Afflictions have a tendency to ap 
our repentance ; to ſtir us up to © ſearch 
< and try our ways, in order to turn our 
feet unto God's teſtimonies. I will go 
«and return to my place, till they ac. 
* knowledge their offence. In their af. 
4 fliction they will ſeek me early,” Hol. 
v. 15. And ſoit proved, ver. 16. Come 


let us turn to the Lord: he hath tom 
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t us, and he will . he hath W Y 
« us, and he will bind. ne "up." They, © 
help to wean us from this world, and make 
us more willing to depart. As we muſt 
needs be leſs fond of the world, the more 
troubleſome it is to us; and as it makes 
our dying the more eaſy and more wel- 
come, to have ſent thoſe before us for 
whoſe ſake we might deſire to live, and 
with whom we defire to be. We have 
fewer tles and engagements to earth. The 
fibres being cut off, and the roots looſen- / 
ed, the tree falls with greater eaſe. _ 
Afflictions bring us to thoughtfulneſs 
and conſideration, when all other means in 
the world can hardly do it. A man that 
ber can fit at a ſermon as unmoved as if the 
H joys of heaven, the ſorrows of hell, and 
le; dhe eternity of both were no part of his 
10. concern: the excellency of God, the va- 
a nity of the world, the deformity as, 
ken and the beauty of holineſs, ſhall leave him 
unmoved, if not aſleep; he little regards 
the meſſage, or the meſſenger : But Jet q 
Cod ſend one of Job's meſſengers to tell 
| 8 him fuch a ſhip is loft, his houſe is burnt, | 
. or fuch a 3 relation dead; preſently © | 
0. he is awake, and has more thoughts of 


5 heart in an hour, chan he had before 1 in a 
month. 


G 
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The patient bearing oP ſuch afflict ions, 
and the Panckißel improvement of them, 
is one mark of our ſonſhip, and the love 
of God to us. Should you loſe the com- 


fort of ſuch an evidence by impatience? 


Heb. xit. 7. If ye Lide chaſtening, 
_ © he dealeth with you! as with ſons.“ To 
_ endure, ſeems to fignify more than mere- 
ly to be chaſtiſed ; namely, to accept the 
chaltifement 48 from the hand of God, 
and to bear it with becoming decency and 
patience. There is one remark more, pro- 
per for ſome mourners, from thefe words: 
„If ye endure chaſtening, he dealeth with 
you as with ſons.” What a miſtake is 

it then to ſay, If I was a child of God, 

he would not deal with me in ſuch a 
* manner ;” when the text ſays, „If ye 


* endure chaſtening, he ERA with . 


«© as with ſons?? 


Affliction well ſuſtained improves! every ö 


© part of our religion. It teaches compaſ- 
fion and ſympathy towards others in their 
troubles. ' It gives an edge to our devo- 
tion, an ardency to our prayers, tender- 
neſs to our heart, and a life to our graces: 
it is the trial and triumph of our faith. 
Patienee hath its perfect work: our reſo- 
lations for God are confirmed: fo that we 
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take faſter hold of God, and of thoſe thin g3 


that cannot be taken from us. 

Our ſorrows, at longeſt, are hut 55 
and we ſhall ſhortly ourſelves go the ſame 
way. How diminutively does the apoſtle 
ſpeak of the afflictions of this preſent time? 
„Our light afflictions which are but for a 
« moment,“ 2 Cor. iv. 17. Lou call them 
heavy, he calls them light; and thoſe light 


afflictions but for a moment; and that mo- 


ment of light afflictions warketh for us. 
You are apt to think they ail work a- 
gainſt you, but they work for you a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glo- 


The contraſt lies between affliction 


— glory ; light affliction, and the weight 


of glory; ; 2 light affliction for a moment, 
and weight of glory eternal: ſpoken as 
much like an orator, as like an apoſtle. 
And who was it that ſaid all this? one 


that knew as well what affliction was, one 


man in the world. “ In labours more 
„ abundant; in ſtripes above meaſure; in 
priſons more frequent; in deaths often. 
Of the Jews five times received I forty 


© ſtripes, ſave one: . thrice was I beaten 


4 


that had as much of it to his ſhare, as any 


* with rods ;. once ſtoned ; thrice ſuffered : 


© ſhipwreck; a night and a day was I in 


the deep. In journeying often; in pe- 
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2 fila of waters; in perils Stobbers ; & 


W8- 
Wh p _ » 
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1. 


e perils by mine own countrymen; in 
«perils by the heathen ; in perils in the 


city; in perils in the wilderneſs; in 


cc perils i in the ſea ; in perils among falſe 


* brethren: in eri and painfulneſs; 


in watching often; in hunger and thirſt; 
«« 1n faſting often; in cold and nakedneſs; 
& beſides the care of all the churches ;” 
2 Cor. xi. and yet, light afflictions! 
The time is ſhort : it remains that 
„they that weep, ſhould he as if they 


© wept not * 1 Cor. vii. The end of 


all things is at hand.” AF ſhall ſhortly 
know myſelf. what it is to change worlds. 
It is more to the purpoſe to prepare for 


my own death, than fruitleſsly to lament 


that of cies; And to make (ſure of 


meeting my godly friends, is more now 
my bufineſs than to loſe time in bewail- 
ing their parting. * Eftabliſh your hearts, 


* for the coming of the Lord draws vigh3 "a 


James 1. 2. 


It will be a double loſs to lofe the dear 
relations, and to loſe the benefit of the af- 
fliction too: it is enough to have loſt them. 


Shall ] loſe the ſpiritual advantage that 


might be gained by ſuch a trial, and into 
which it might be improved? 2 1 


Patient ſubmiſſion "__ the ſureſt pol 


f 
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{eflion of pa Yam and the beſt enjoy- 
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ment of every thing elfe. In patience 


our ſauls;“ Luke xxi. 19. 
Without it, we have loſt poſſeſſion of our. 


ſelves: and he that does not enjoy him- 
{elf, can enjoy nothing elſe ; for what- 


erer is poured into a e veſſel is all | 


polled. 


It 18 a daniſh Ang to drowake God 


by obſtinate grief, “ leſt a worſe thing 
come unto us. For he has ſaid, with 


« the: froward I will ſhow myſelf fro- 


« ward, Pfal. xviii. 26. He that hath a 


« froward heart findeth no good,“ Prov. 
xvii. 20. /Thorns and briers are in the 


„way of the froward. He that keeps 


his ſoul (quiet and ſubmiſſive) ſhall} be 


« free from them,” Prov. xxii. 5. Ant 
after this, do I well to be angry 
any one chooſe to walk upon chords and 
briers, that could pick out an eafier path? 


Where one tear falls upon the account of 


complying with God's will, a multitude 
lall in conſequence of having our own 
will. Not only the miſeries of this life, 


but the eternal miſeries of the life to 


come, are owing to this unreſigned ſelf- 
will, It may be written on many a tomb, 
HERE LIES THE BODY or N. N. BECAU SE 
ur WOULD HAVE HIS OWN WILL. 
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; 8 your caſe with that of athens, 
and you may eaſily obſerve more miſer- 
able and mournful ones. There are a 
thouſand perſons with whom you would 
not change conditions. By what law is 
it, that you muſt only gaze at thoſe. a. 
bove you, and take no notice of thoſe be. 
low? That you muſt look on him only 
who is carried on men's ſhoulders, and 
think i it a fine. thing to be ſo mounted, but 
never conſider the poor men that carry 
him, whoſe place you would by no means 
accept of. You look with- a greedy eye 
% upon ſuch an one's wealth,” ſays nige 
Patrick, „would vou have it with 
cares and fears, his conſcience and mia 
3 1gnorgnce ; perhaps his folly and 
«. vices? His ill taſte of things, KEY in- 
cc capacity of intellectual pleaſures ?. His 
uncomfortable proſpects?ꝰ 
Mourner. No! I would be myſelf. what 
I aw, with the addition of what 1 want. 


oth enen Sect. X. 


e 


Anſwer, Are you ſure of continuing 
what you are with that addition? Since 
no one can have all things, is not yours a 
good lot? What pretences bave you for 
every good thing to centre in yourſelf ? 
Was it always as well with you as it is 
now? Formerly you had no being: for- 
merly you had none of thoſe relations or 
, Bl poſſeſſions you now lament. You have 
„ loft that which ſome never had. Can 
2 W you lay, you had rather never have had 
d them, than to loſe them? If it was a 
gay thing, the having it for a time was 


a 2 greater good. than not to have had it 
e- at all. . 
y Compare yourſelf with the wiſerable 


d ſorrows and ſufferings of others, Lou 
ut WJ will find ſuch a one has loſt her pretty 
$4 children :. and at the ſame time a lovi ing 
huſband, that was better to her than ten 
5e Wl ſons. Another has loſt a near relation, 
Pp and with that near relation away went 


15 W the means of ſubſiſtence. The ſons of 
d: edekiah were {lain before his face; and 
ad WF then his own eyes were put ouly and he 
n- Wl himſelf led into captivity ; 2 Kings xxv. 
lis David had the mortification of a beloved 
| ſon dying in actual rebellion againſt his 
fl 


father, his prince, and againſt his God, 
. How much more terrible was that, than, 


A 
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totals Ir eyes in a peaceful n The 
motherzof the Maccabees ſaw her ſeven 
| ſons tormented to death? before her face, 


and the afterwards herſelf underwent the 
ſame. The ſufferings of the primitive 
Chriſtians, how grievous! The patient re- 
fignation of our Engliſh martyrs to be 

bn. how remarkable, how affecting, 
how glorious ! If mankind were to bring 
together all their ſeveral troubles and ca- 
lamities in all their circumſtances of good 
and bad that attended them, and lay them 
in one common heap, on this condition, 
that when they had ſo done, every man 
_ was to. come again to take up an equal 

portion of the miſeries of life, and di- 


vide them equally, a great many who now 
complain would gladly take up what _ 


brought, and go away contented, 
What if the great God Geben that 
others who look on, ſhould have the be- 
nefit of my example and good behaviour 
under ſuch a trial as this. Hath he not 
a right to uſe me for ſuch a purpoſe? 
And does it not become me to comport 
with it, and behave accordingly ? Job loſt 
his children, his eſtate, his led and in 
ſome meaſure, his reputation with his 
friends; his eaſe and peace; and all this 


to ſhow the world a pattern of patience ; | 


— 
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mall Ne have no > benefit. 1m the ex- 

ample of our behaviour? Thou gh God 
can never want a cauſe of ini bg eri 
where fin is; yet this ſhows, that fin is 


not always the cauſe. Haſt thou con- 


« Satan, that there is none like him in 


* cauſe?” Job ii. 
ng character of a Chriſtian : that which 


men from bad. The externals of religion 


Cod at his diſpoſal, and obey his will, 1s 
„ Wihat no hypocrite can do, and continue 
ir Mich: for it is the eſſence of hypocriſy to 


jretend only to let God have our wall, 


& Wi! if God will let us have our own will; 
in Nat contented with his, and ſubmiſſive to 


h common. 


ſidered my ſervant; Job, ſays God to 


* the earth, although thou movedſt me 
« againſt him, to a him without a 


5 
—— —L—œT——U — — ———— ̃ —— 2 
pn . 2 - - 


This reſignation l is the moſt diſtioguiſh- x 
does moſt undoubtedly diſtinguiſh good 


cannot do it, becauſe they are common to 
the hypocrite and to the ſincere. The hy- 
ycrite can hear and read, fing pſalms and 
pray, and receive ſacraments as the true 
chriſtian does, and adminiſter them too, 
nd preach ; but to give up the will to 


ad yet reſolve to have our own. And it 
5 the evidence of fincerity, to be thank- 


|. All other parts of religion, I ſay, lie 
If you hear ſermons ever 
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| ſo attentively, the hypocrite will ies de. 


murely: They fit, before me as my peo. 
<« ple ſit. Herod heard John gladly, and 
« did many things.“ If you pray fer. 
vently and frequently, the hypocrite may 
be as frequent, long, and copious. The 
Phariſees, for a pretenee, made long pray. 
ers. Tou cannot come to the ſacrament 
_ oftener, nor behave with more devotion 
than they do. Judas ſat down with the 
twelve. If you entertain good diſcourſe 
with great readineſs in the ſcripture lan- 
guage, the hypocrite can do the ſame. 
Men may preach to others, and be caſt 
away themſelyes ; may be companions to 
good men, as Demas was to Paul, and yet 
be lovers of this preſent world, ſo as to 
forſake the diſciples for it. Men may be 
any thing, and do any thing ſhort of this 
reſigned will to God, and yet be no Chri- 
ſtians. But the ſurrender of our will to 
God, is a ſacrifice of that ſort, which de- 


aten e him that makes it to be a 


Chriſtian indeed. 
The children of wrath are deſeribed 


from their not having reſigned their will 


to God; Fulflling the deſires of the 
* fleſh, and of the mind,” Eph. ii. 3: 
that is, their own wills, aud not God's; 
their own wills in oppoſition to God's. 
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And, 1 hey have altogether broken the 
i yoke, and 1 burſt the. bonds, Jer. v. 5 
Let us caſt away his cords from . 
© and break his bonds i in ſunder,” Pſalm 
ji, The children of God, on the contrary, 
ie deſcribed from the entire ſurrender of 
their wall to 12 d. As obedient children, 
wt faſhioning yourſelves according to your 
former luſts, not acting merely according 
to your own. will; but, © as he who hath 
© called you is holy, ſo be ye holy in all 
© manner of converſation.” | David was 
z man © after. God's own heart, and ſerved 
4 his generation according to "the will of 
„God; while others are deſcribed as 
9 walking after their own en 
and luſt, Jer. xxiii. 117. 

The devil will let you have as much 
religion as you pleaſe, without this; be- 
aufe he knows all religion, that leaves 
the will of man unreſigned to God, will 
derer reſcue the ſoul out of his bands. 

Immoderate paſſion, for loſing or gain- 
ing any thing in this world, is a reproach 
to religion, to good principles, and the 
teſt proſpects in the world. As if theſe 
were not ſufficient to bear us up, and to 
dear us out; or to make ample amends 
lor the loſs of any. comfort. As if God 
with all his perfeckions, and heaven with 


* 


ö 
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all its glories were nothing: No; nothing 1 
to that child, that huſband, that Wife, chat 
eſtate. I have feen a grief fo ſtubborn | 
and lavage as to prove inſenſible to all | 
the principles and * that could be ; 
mentioned. 

In ſuch caſes we fall ſhort of many ex- 
cellent heathens. We are outdone by thoſe 
with whom we are aſhamed to be com- 

1 pared, conſidering all things. Some of 
* them had noble ſentiments under the'loſs 
of eſtates, relations, or friends. Zenò loſt 

all in a ſhipwreck: he proteſted it was 

the beſt voyage be ever made in his life, 

becauſe it proved the occaſion of betaking 

himſelf to the ſtudy of virtue and phi- 

loſophy. Seneca ſays, he enjoyed his re- 

lations as one that was to loſe them; and L 

loſt them as one who had them ſtill ing 
poſſeſſion. A Spartan woman had "five 18 
be ſons in the army, on the day of battle. 


When a ſoldier came running from the tin 

1 camp to the city to bring tidings, ſhe, 44% 
waiting at the gate to hear his report, I pug 
aſked, What news?“ ſays the meſſen- H 4 

Lb Thy five ſons are ſlain. You fool,” * 

ays ſhe, I did not aſk after them. Hos ”m 


goes it in the field of battle? Why.“ 
ſays the meſſenger, 6 we have gained: the C 
N 


6 inen Sparta 18 ſafe.” IF" lex” 1 $3 
| enen en 
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* be thankful,” ſays ſhe, © to the gods for =_ 


as this: 


« am ready to offer“. 


v FT * 
* 


« our, deliverance and continue 
TOE e eos. 
Seneca ſpeaks to God in ſuck language 

: * 1 only want to know your | 

« will ; as ſoon as I know what that is, x 


free- | 


I bro of he fame mind. f e 


looks as if I were unwilling; but that 


by 


% * 


« you have, accepted from. me, which I 
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Lar the foundation of your conſolation 
right, namely, in true converſion, a ſtate 


* Sentra abounds with noble ſentiments of this 
lind. He is the great ſoul, ſays that philoſopher, who 
gives himſelf dt once to God it is little and mean to 
diſpute i. Magnus eſt animus qui, ſe deg tradidit ; 
Pufillus et degener qui obluctatur. Epzf. 10). 8 

Accipere potuiſtis, ſed ne nunc quidem auferetis, 
quia nihil eripitur niſi retinenti. Nihil cogor, nihil 
patior invitus; nec {ervio Deo, ſed eſſentio. De Pro- 

Permittes ipſes expendere Numinibus quid 

Conveniat nobis, rebuſque ſit utile noſtris. 

Nam pro jocundis aptiſſima quæ que dabunt Du 

Carior eſt illis homo quam bi Joy, Sat. 


5 | H / 


— 


86 THE MOURNER. Sed. x 


ah grace, the pardon of ſin, and. the fa. 
vour of God. Lay the foundation' of it 
within you, and not on things without; 
above, and not on things below); on Chtiſt, 
and not on ourſelves'; in the principles his 
and proſpects of religion, and not on the I bes 
things o this world; ; in the rectification I wh 
of your opinions, in the government of is | 
your appetites and paſſions, and in poſleſ. W * 
ling your ſouls in patience : without this, thu 
ou have ſomething elſe to cry for than 
a loſt friend. You have a loſt ſoul to be. M ? 
wail, of infinitely more concern to youll {& 
than any thing, or any Fertan in the | 
world, I 
If my comforts Spend only on ing s 
without me, they lie at the merey of lol © 
many accidents, that it muſt needs be very £ 
precarious. But if I can ſay, I am at 1 
eace with God; © I have a conſcienee . l 
„void of offence toward God and man; n 
„ have a good hope through grace, asf : 2 


« to another world, and my heart does, © 
4 not condemn me 5 the accidents of life ; ſt 
cannot utterly ruin the peace of ſuch all. h 
ſoul. This is that peace of which Chil © 
ſays, My peace 1 leave with you ; my. 5 
* peace I give unto you: not as the 7 tl 
ton bv gives, give Ti unto o you. Ir not. 4 
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« your heart be troubled, nor. let i it be a- 
„ fraid.” * 

The man who. lays, the aaron of 
: his. peace and quiet in eſtate, relations, 
e bealth, pleaſures, of life, or life itſelf ; 
when any of theſe are in danger his peace 
18 ſhaken or deſtroyed ; whereas, the man 
is immoveable who can thank. and ſay 
thus : E 

de t wn fick, bat not n to die: : it 
« 15 he who i is ſick and fears to die, whoſe 


« poſſeſs my ſofll : it is he who is in pain, 

85 and has no patience, whoſe comfort is 
ol deſtroyed. I am ſlighted, and diſre- 
| 1e 

11 garded; perhaps for want of merit: if 


2 I am conſcious of my deſerving better, 


cell. let that be my conſolation, without efti- 


mz“ mating my comfort and peace by the 


E-. þ opinion of others. 1 am leflened in 


des eſtate, and reduced to narrow circum- 


life ſtances; true, but I am not covetous ; 
a had I been covetous of much, all my 
it” comfort and peace would have gone 


* with my ſubſtance. But I plainly ſee 
in the abundance of theſe things, as in 


indeed a dear friend, and a lovely c rea- 


2 


2 8 is deſtroyed by ſickneſs, L am in 
“ pain, it is true; but I have patience to 


1 the comfort of life does not lie ſo much 


the art of enjoying a little. I have loſt - 


— 
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«ture; but n my happineſs was more wrapt 
„up in that God to whom that beloved 
« perſon is gone: God will bring them 
along with him, That which beauti- 
« fied their character, and made them ſo 
ec lovely, was what could not be loſt, but 
46 18 perfected by the tranſlation. 1 love 
them ſtill, and take a pleaſure in loving 
« them which relieves the ſorrow for their 
% abſence, The man who does not fear 


& death ſo much as an ill life; who thinks 


cc impatience a worſe diſeaſe ham ggut or 


“ ſtone; who thinks pride a greater re- 


_« proach. than being ſlighted; covetouſ- 
“ neſs a viler thing than poverty; and 
te that to offend God with immoderate 
« grief, is worſe than any loſs whatſo- 
„ever: That man's comfort and peace is 
© not precarious; does not lie at the mercy 
e of other men's fancies and paſſions ; and 
4 js above the reach of accidents.” _ 

le knows not the world nor himſelf, 


who depends upon life, ſuch as ours: who 


is diſtracted at a croſs accident, as if he 
was privileged from the common lot, and 
ſome ſtrange thing had happened to him. 
Did you never before imagine, that the 
perſon you are now lamenting for was a 


mortal, as well as yourſelf ? That what 


was born muſt die? That what has be- 
2 | 


vat 


ccc 
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fallen others, might happen to you | ? That 


what owes its value only to fancy, has 
only a fanciful worth? and what can be 


bought with money here on earth, is not 
more excellent, nor leſs periſhing. £44 


There, 1s indeed a knowledge of the 
world that poliſhes the gentleman ; to be 
learned in courts and camps, and in a ge- 
neral converſation: but the knowledge that 


ſecures a man's peace and quiet through 


all events, is to be found only in the Bible. 


That book will tell us, that “ this world 


is not our reſting place, for it is pol - 


« Juted :” That it muſt not nor cannot be | 


our portion: that it is not an equal price 


. for our ſouls, though we could gain the 


whole of it: that the world lies in wick- 


edneſs, an enemy to Chrift and his inte- 
reſt : that it is one of the enemies we muſt 


overcome by faith: that it is of a periſh- 
ing nature, and in een change and 
variation. | 

To conſider this world as philoſophers, 
it is a fine building: every thing is adjuſt- 


ed in number, weight, and meaſure. We 
admire “ thy heavens, the work of thy 
fingers; the moon and the ſtars, which 
thou haſt ordained!ꝰ But why does the 
aſtronomer ſtop ſhort at the vifible hea- 


vens? Why not penetrate farther, to that 
H 3 
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glory which God hath ſet above thoſe m 
heavens ? * Faith is the evidence of thing; Pa 
© not ſeen” by the teleſcope. - There is 

the Chriſtian's home and country. Here I th 
we are ſtrangers, and pilgrims, paſſing out m 
of it. In ſhort, he knows the world beſt, in 
who comes up to that text, Love not me 
<« the world, nor the things of the world ;” tre 
and concludes with the great Mornæus, wi 
that, „If all the world was made for an 


man, man was made for ſomething more dit 
© than all the world.“ Let us balance it 
the thoughts of what we have loſt, with do 
the remembrance of what we were made ter 
. wi 


What do we * in - ans chat » we it: 
ſhould expect always to be pleaſed? We il © 

are not better than our fathers. If Iam WM © 

dead to this world, why am I ſo diſtract- a! 

| ed that another is dead out of it? If I am ro 

not dead to this world, ] ought to be ſo, II nat 

and to be more concerned for my own ſoul 

than for any dead friend. Learn to think I in, 

and ſpeak of this world now, as you will pr: 
do when you are going out of it. 'Ac- WW *© 

| Knowledge it to be a place where you “ 

muſt daily loſe ſomething, till you have 

| Joſt all. And let your ſoul aſſuredly con- 

ceive, that having had its original from WW ©. 

| ne, it is one of thoſe things which W © 


— boy. od 


bt 


muſt, one day, return thither. (Biſhop 


Patrick.) 
While your 8 are afloat, turn 


them into a. godly channel. It will be 
more eaſy at ſuch a time, to employ them 
in mourning, for fin. This is fetching - 
meat out of the eater, and comfort ont of 


trouble, This is making ſorrow, other- 
wiſe fruitleſs and hurtful, to be of uſe 
and fervice, So the ſkilful huſbandman 


directs the ſtream to his mill, and makes 


it work, inſtead of running to waſte, or 


doing miſchief. Perhaps this is one in- 


tention of the providence. At leaſt, it 


will be a wiſe and happy improvement of 


it: “Since I am now ſo. ready to burſt 
e out into tears, I will weep part of them 


„% ver a finful life.“ This will make it 
a healing wound, and a comforting for- 
row; and at the ſame time, give vent to 


nature, and exerciſe to grace. 


This 15, often beſt done upon our hates N 
in. prayer; a time of affliction is a time of 
prayer. * Is any afflicted? Let him pray. 
Call upon me in the day of trouble, 
* and | will deltyer thee, Be careful for 


nothing over much; but in every thing, 
* by prayer and ſupplication, with thankſ- 
. 1 let your requeſts be made known 


unto 90 Phil. iv. 6. For he will regard 
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the prayer of the deſtitute, and not de- 


4 ſpiſe their prayer; “ Pſalm. cii. 17. 
Thus God invites you to come and drop 


ſome of your tears at his feet: it is like. 


ly he may turn your ſorrows into joy. It 


will compoſe the ſpirit, calm the paſſions, 


ſpiritualize the affections, ſtrengthen faith, 

hope, and love; for under the influence 
of the other world, we always leſs has 
t 

O Holy Spirit ! t. Is it not thy n name and 
office to he the Comforter? Does not my 
caſe need comfort? Art not thou as wil- 
ling and ready to help, as I am defirous 
of it? Come, Holy Ghoſt, and do thine 
office of conſolation to a poor ſoul that 
needs it. Lord increaſe my faith, and in 
the ſame proportion my forrows will a. 
abate, and my conſolation will abound. 
Hope and faith are the only ſupports un- 
der things that have no cure in this world. 
It is in believing that we have joy un- 


ſpeakable, and full of glory. It is in be- 


lieving that our hearts are fortified againſt 
the troubles and pangs that others feel. 
So Chriſt has connected them together: 


+ Let not your hearts be troubled ; ye 


believe in God, believe alſo in me. 


Lord, I believe; help my unbelief. I be- 


lieve in God, and the — truths of na- 


TK MOURN ER. 


believe thy providence manages all things 


according to the purpoſe of thine own will 


and wiſdom. I believe thy promiſes ſhall 
be fulfilled, which are a great ſiipport to 


my mind. I believe thy watchful care 
and never failing love to thine own, I 
believe the reality.and excellency of the 


fature world, and have good hope, through 
grace, of my title to it. And how little, 
how very little, do all theſe lower things 


appear, when that world is in full view! 
The juſt, who live by faith and die in 
faith, may rejoice in faith, in the midſt of 


their ſorrows. The joys of faith are the 
beſt remedy againſt the grief of ſenſe. 


« T had fainted, unleſs I had believed to 


i ſee the goodneſs of God in the land of 


© the living.” It was faith, the evidence 
of things not ſeen, and the ſubſtance of 
things boped for, to which thoſe heroes 


of faith and patience owe their glorious 
character, Heb. xi. We are kept by the 
power of God, © through faith unto ſal- 
„vation: wherein ye greatly rejoice z 
though now for a ſeaſon ye are in hea- 


* vineſs, through manifold . temptations : | 
that the trial of your faith being much 
* more precious than that of gold that 


8 N 
wil * I believe alſo in thee, and 
the peculiar diſcoveries of the goſpel. 1 
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: 6; petiſbeth, though tried with fire, may 
„ be found unto praiſe, and honour, and 


Ss W 


glory, at the appearance of Jeſus Chriſt; 
« hom having not ſeen, we love: 1³ 
© whom, though now we ſee him not, yet 


4 believing, we rejoice with joy y unſpeak- 


able, and full of glory,“ 1 Pet. 1. 0 


Grief ſays, „The dear creature is gone!” 
Faith ſays, gone before, not Joſt ; and 


that the meeting again is certain; will 
„be comfortable; and in a little kid 
« and inſeparable for ever.” © 

It is of great uſe to conſider the exam- 


ples of ' patience under afli&ions that are 


to be met with in ſacred and common hi- 
ſtory. © Take, my brethren, the prophets, 
«who have ſpoken to you in the name of 
the Lord, for an example of ſuffering 
6; aflition, and of patience,” James v. 


And the firſt he mentions is Job; ver. It. 


Ye have heard of the patience of Job. One 


part of his eſtate was plundered by the in- 


roads of his enemies; another part was 
burnt up with lightning from heaven: 


his children were cut off at once by a vio- 


lent tempeſt, ſeven ſons, and three daugh- 
ters : his own health was turned into fick- 


neſs and corruption; from the crown of 


the head to the ſole of the foot, were 


boils and ſores. He takes a bit of wor 


n 0 


— 
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ken potſherd to ſerape himſelf withal; his 
fingers being too ſore for that poor office. 
And he fat down among. the aſhes ; ". 
could he there be quiet: he is inſulted by |; 


one of the fooliſh women, and teaſed with lk 

uncharitable cenſures, and falſe reaſoning f 
of friends, who endeavoured to wrangle 

him out of all that remained of comfort to | 

him ; namely, the inward conſciouſneſs of {| 
his own integrity. How great were his 
trials! How glorious his patience ! 

When Aaron loſt his two ſons, it is ſaid, 
Aaron held his peace. When Eli heard 
the predict ion of the death and ruin of his 
family, he anſwered, * It is the Lord, let 
% him do what ſeemeth good unto him.” 1 
And David ſays, I was dumb, and open- 1 
ed not my mouth; becauſe thou didſt = | 
« it.” Abraham's offering his ſon, with | 
that reſolution, was a great thing; and bt 
God eſtimated it according to his inten- | 
| 


tion. The mother of the Maccabees, who 
. I facriticed her ſeven ſons, and ſtood by the 
execution, that ſhe might help them ih 
through their martyrdom by her coun- 
ſel and comfort, has ſomething in it ex- 
traordinary heroic: ſhe alſo following 
e I them herſelf in the ſame glorious pat. 
8 Among the primitive Chriſtians there 
„re many ſuch inſtances of ſuffering and 
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9. TRE/MOVRNER: Seck. Xt: 
patience z\ a evtitempt of this world, and 
* Ne after andther; that may 


well 
make us aſllamed for our feebleneſs under 


leſſer trials with pac Jaan ras 


ges. 1 
But above all, let us keep in our He 
the pattern of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


„ Confider him that enduted ſuch con- 


4c tradiction of ſinners againſt himſelf, leſt 


ye be weary and faint in your minds,” 


Heb. xii. 3. Looking unto Jeſus, the 
*-gnthor and finiſher of our faith ; the 


Fountain of all our err and the pat- 


term of our behaviour. 
It is great wiſdom not to e theſe 


brindiptes to lay in when they are to be 


employed; nor theſe fupports to get when 


they would be uſed. It is no wonder 
people are at a loſs in a time of affliction, 
. when they are ſtrangers to thoſe thin 


wherein the beſt conſolation doth conſiſt. 
There are no ſuch cordials, as the Chri- 
ſtian religion affords: but they are no- 


thing, if, like cordials, they are only uſed 


when a fainting fit” comes. They muſt. 
be daily made our food, - eſtabliſhed prin- 
ciples, and ſettled habits ; practiſed into a 
ſecond nature: or elſe, we ſhall be like 


ſoldiers unexerciſed efore the attack; or | 


travellers unprovided at the moment of 


Sect. XI. THE MOURNER: - _ 
the journey: - People, in other . do 


net pretend to perform what they have 
not learned to do ; to play upon an inſtru- 
ment they have never practiſed; to per- 

form an exerciſe they never made them 


ſelves maſters of: but | Chriſtianity. they 


chink may be acted ex tempore, and upon 
a ſudden, without ever learning it. But 


we ſee that will not do, where no habit of 
ſubmiſſion is acquired beforehand. Where 


actings of reſignation, men are to ſeek how 
to uſe, and how to apply the principles of 


| 

þ 

p 

k 

7 

g 


ciples are to-be got at the very time they 
are to be uſed. They are not then capa- 
ble of the conſolation ariſing from prin- 
ciples and proſpects they are utter ſtran- 
gers to. They wonder what you mean. 


gone; they grieve, and grieve on; they 
teaſe themſelves; they offend God; they 


they draw more calamity upon themſelves 


ie g- foundation again ſuch a time to 
„ĩ ũ ᷣ i 5 
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the mind is not prepared by the frequent 


peace and comfort, if they have them * 
and much more Rill at a loſs, if thoſe prin- 


They call for the dear creature, that is 


have no comfort under preſent calamity z 


by the exceſs or continuance of their ſor- 
a row; and all for want of preparing a 


a. bs. 
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4 . would not ape vou o {cs ignorant, 
„ brethren, concerning thoſe who. are a. 
e ſleep; that you ſorrow not, even as o- 
«« thers who have no hope. For if we 
« believe that Jeſus died, and. roſe ain; 
« even ſo them alſo. who ſleep in al 
„ will Gad bring with him: the dead in 
« Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt,” 1 Thefl. iv. 13, 
14. Let them that have no hope have 
no bounds to their ſorrow ; and be as 
| heathenilh in the manner of it as they are 
in its cauſe and riſe ; namely, the want of 
hope. The righteous hath hope in his 
death; therefore we will not deſpair in 
our ſorrews. Other people, how many 
ſoever in number or great in figure, are 
. not to be followed 1 in any exceſs. A Chri- 
ſtian neither lives nor dies, rejoices nor 
ſorrows, as others do; according to his 
own character, he ſorrows not as do o, 
hers.” | 

The caution againſt 1 8 
is grounded upon the preſent condition of 
the godly. dead ; F aß * in Jeſus. And 
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upon the R meeting we hall have; * 
God will bring them along with him. 


And the certainty of theſe things; as cer- 
tain as that Jeſus died and roſe again. If 


we believe one, we muſt believe the other. 


For if you believe that Jeſus died and roſe 


again, as ſurely you do: you muſt alſo 


believe, that they who leep i in Jeſus, will 


God bring along with him. And then 


we ſhall all be together again. 
How ſoft a name is given to the Chri- 

ſtian's death: and how lovely a notion of 

their preſent ſtate ! They fleep in A. 
They fleep. Why do you mou 

they. were extinct; as if they were anni- 


' hilated, and utterly loſt? 


Maurner. But they are loſt to me. #277 
Anſwer. Not for ever : not for a very 
long time. © Yet a little while, and he 


that ſhall come will come, and will not 
_*'tarry.” When they were alive, ſleep 


and abſence ſeparated your relation for a 
great part of the tim. 
Mourner. But I knew then they hd 


awake from fleep, and return n from abſence ; ; 
but now 


Anſwer. And do not vou now Abe 


that they will awake from ſleep, and re- 
turn from abſence? But when you fay 


you knew that they would awake from 


132 


n as if 
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fleep, and return from abſence, you ſpeak 
in terms too ftrong : you might expect, 


indeed, and hope, that they would awake 
and return; but that they would certainly 
do ſo, is more than any one could enſure, 
ho knows not what a day may bring 
forth. But this we certainly Know, that 
* they who fleep in Jeſus will God bring 
with him,” as ſurely as we belieye that 
© Jeſus died and roſe again from -the 
„ dead,” 
p 1 But it will be a e while 
r | 
Anſuer. What if it be? 151 it not worth 
tarrying for? And it may not be ſo long, 
i, as you Imagine. 


 Mourner. But what muſt I 4's in the 


mean time? 
Anſuwer. Pe but theſe two. or three 
things and all | ſhall be well. See that 


your own ſoul is ſafe: ſecure your happy 


meeting that your ſeparation may not be 
eternal: give due allowance to the paſſion 
of nature, and refuſe not the help'of grace. 
Time will do ſomething ; reflection more; 
and religion will CZE. the work of re- 
ſignation. 


They that are aſleed in Jeſus, 3 are as tru- | 


1y alive as you, and in a thouſand times 
more excellent ſenſe, and to more excel - 


lent put poſes r be e who died for us, 


did it for this end, that, whether 74 


4 ſleep, or whether we Wake, we ſhould 
« hve kogether with him,” 1 Theff. v. 16. 
For, * God is not the God of the dead, 
« but 'of the living, Luke xx. 38. . 


ing, at preſent, as to the ſoul; "and Thall 


live hereafter in the- body again. 
« We live together with him, ether 
ve wake or ſleep.“ They who ſleep in 


Jeſus, live together with him, in his pre- 


ſence, and enjoyment. In this reſpect it 
is, that Chriſt ſays,“ He that believes in 
* me, ſhall never die *:” never die total- 
ly. But when the body ſleeps in Jeſas, 
the ſoul lives together with him; and 


proceeds in a life that death cannot diſ- 


continue, nor eternity exhauſt. 


Sleep is a reſt from ere from 
the cares and labours of the day. Suck" is 


the death of the Chriſtian. 
* Blefſed are the dead who dies in the 
© Lord; they reſt from their labours :” 


From the labours of their calling, as men; 
from the labours of their duty, as Chri- 
ſtians; ; becauſe all the duty that follows 


* According to the letter of the Wade though 


it may be rendered, © He that believes i in me, ſhall nor 


* die for ever. x 
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iu the ſeparate ſtate, will be le hs 


bour and wearinefs : from the- labour of 


oppoſing fin, and temptations to it; from 
all the troubles of life, and the ſorrows: at- 


tending it. It is not merely farewell huf. 

band, wife, and children; but farewell for- 

— 0 and fin ; farewell ſuffering; ; farewell 
corruption, weakneſs, temptation: vel: 


come reſt from all theſe troubles. 


tion of ſpirits; and to the better part 


death gives a refreſhment, that amounts to 


a ſatis faction. I ſhall be ſatisfied when 
„ Jawake with thy likeneſs,” -Pſalm xvii. 
15. Which ſome have underſtood of the 
Toul's awaking to a nobler lite, uren the 
body s falling aſleep. _ . . 
Sleep is but for a while, nd chen we 
Wake again; and death is ub, a while, 
and we awake. i in the morning of the re- 
ſurre&ion. What David ſays of his ly- 
| ing down in his bed and ring, we may 
Tay of our lying down in the grave and 
riſing. I laid me down and ſlept; for 


40 he Lord ſuſtained me. So man lieth 
down, and awaketh not, as to the body, 
6 till the heavens be no more. If a man 


++ die, ſays Job, ſhall: he live again.” 
Shall he indeed? If fo, then I acknow- 
ledge there 1s — in the ns 


— 


Sleep Fi 2 refreſhment, and 4 repara- | 
P1 


/ 


and wonder in the work, to wn 


ſtay my mind: and therefore, all the days 
of my appointed time, that I have to lie 


in the grave, there will I wait till my 
change; by the reſurrection, come. 
For thou ſhalt call, by the laſt trumpet 


and voice of the Lord, and I will anſwer. 
* Thou wilt have a deſire to the work 


« of thine own hands,“ to reſtore and im- 


prove It, and not ſuffer it always to lie 


there in rubbiſh. Sleep is but a ſhort 
death, and death a longer ſleep to the bo- 


dy. ** The hour is coming, when all that 


are in their graves ſhall hear his voice, 
„and ſhall come forth: they who have 
„ done good, unto the reſurrection of 
+ life.” John v. 28, 29. May they ſleep 


ſweetly, may they. wake joyfully. They 


were Chriſt's friends, as well as yours. 
Allow him to have his friends about him, 


as well as you have had them ſo long. 
It may be, before Chriſt has had them fo 
long with him, as ſome of you have had 


them here below, you will be with them 
again; and Chriſt, and you, and they, be 
all together. | | 

I would not hh you ignorant, bre- 


« thren.” Immoderate ſorrow is very 


much owing to ignorance; or a know- 


ledge that has no effect to govern the paſ- 
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1% ne ovens; Sec. XII 
Q Bonis, hich 3 IS the le thing with 1 EIT K 
kance, except that it entitles to the greater || ** 
number of ſtripes. Do not behave as if | © 
you were ignorant of the frail, nature, th 


and ſhort duration of the comforts of this 
life! as if you were ignorant of the Chri- 
ſtian hope, life, and immortality; as if dc 
|| vou were ignorant of the preſent ſtate of 
= them that ſleep in Jeſus, how happy it is, 
and of the certain future meeting again, 
with advantage to all thoſe excellencies, 1 2 
for which you loved them here ſo well. F< 
Prayer will give a vent to a great deal bf th 
that ſorrow that torments others: and lic 
hope will fetch in a great deal of comfort br 
which a ſtranger intermeddles not with. af 
They are therefore mentioned together by " 
the apoſtle ;_ © rejoicing in hope; patient  ©* 
. AX in tribulation ; continuing ſtedfaſt in mn 
* prayer,” Rom. X11. 12. Hevis a mi- fu 
« ſerable man indeed, who 1s afflicted and | 
* cannot pray“: And whoſe days are ar 
ſpent without hope,” Job vii. 6. Where 
there is no hope, there is no comfort: 
where there are no grounds of hope, there 
are, no grounds of comfort. And when 
the proſpects of hope are neglected, and 
we act as if we were ignorant of them, or 


* Mr. Dopp's Saying. - 
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knew not how to uſe them, the grievouſ- . 
neſs of our ſorrow i is very much owing to 
ourſelves, and is its own puniſhment, 


though not the only one we deſerve. 


Moderate ſorrow is allowable on ac- 


count of our own loſs, even of thoſe who 


do ſleep in Jeſus. . The apoſtle does not 
| ſay, he would not have them ſorrow at 
all; but, not as others. He does not ſay, 


I would not have you ſorrow at all ; but, 
not as thoſe who have no ſuch hopes as 


you have. It is the regulation of ſorrow 


that he aims at, and nogthe total ſuppreſ- 
ſion of it. Grace doth not deſtroy nature, 
but reſines it: It doth not extinguiſh the 
affections and paſſions, but rectifies and 
moderates them. To be altogether un- 
concerned is unnatural; to be ſo over- 
much is unchriſtian. They are both hurt- 
ful extremes to any ſoil, either to have no 
water at all, or to have it overflow and 
drown the land round about. 
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